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Chapter 113. Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Social Studies 

Subchapter B. Middle School 
Statutory Authority: The provisions of this Subchapter B issued under the Texas Education Code, §§7.102(c)(4), 
28.002, and 28.008, 



Middle School §113.B. 

August 2024 Update Page 2 of 20 

importance of the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution, including the 
Bill of Rights, in their historical contexts. The study of the Declaration of Independence 
must include the study of the relationship of the ideas expressed in that document to 
subsequent American history, including the relationship of its ideas to the rich diversity 
of our people as a nation of immigrants, the American Revolution, the formulation of the 
U.S. Constitution, and the abolitionist movement, which led to the Emancipation 
Proclamation and the women's suffrage movement. 

(B) Each school district shall require that, during Celebrate Freedom Week or other week of 
instruction prescribed under subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, students in Grades 3-12 
study and recite the following text from the Declaration of Independence: "We hold these 
Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 
Pursuit of Happiness--That to secure these Rights, Governments are instituted among 
Men, deriving their just Powers from the Consent of the Governed." 

(8) Students discuss how and whether the actions of U.S. citizens and the local, state, and federal 
governments have achieved the ideals espoused in the founding documents. 

(c) 
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(A) describe ways people have been impacted by physical processes such as earthquakes and 
climate; 

(B) identify and analyze ways people have adapted to the physical environment in various 
places and regions; and 

(C) identify and analyze ways people have modified the physical environment such as 
mining, irrigation, and transportation infrastructure. 

(6) Economics. The student understands the factors of production in a society's economy. The student 
is expected to: 

(A) describe ways in which the factors of production (natural resources, labor, capital, and 
entrepreneurs) influence the economies of various contemporary societies; 

(B) identify problems that may arise when one or more of the factors of production is in 
relatively short supply; and 

(C) explain the impact of the distribution of resources on international trade and economic 
interdependence among and within societies. 

(7) Economics. The student understands the various ways in which people organize economic 
systems. The student is expected to: 

(A) 
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(B) explain how opportunities for citizens to participate in and influence the political process 
vary among various contemporary societies. 

(12) Citizenship. The student understands the relationship among individual rights, responsibilities, 
duties, and freedoms in societies with representative governments. The student is expected to: 

(A) identify and explain the duty of civic participation in societies with representative 
governments; and 

(B) explain relationships among rights, responsibilities, and duties in societies with 
representative governments. 

(13) Culture. The student understands the similarities and differences within and among cultures in 
various world societies. The student is expected to: 

(A) identify and describe common traits that define cultures and culture regions; 

(B) define a multicultural society; 

(C) analyze the experiences and contributions of diverse groups to multicultural societies; 
and 

(D) identify and explain examples of conflict and cooperation between and among cultures. 

(14) Culture. The student understands that all societies have basic institutions in common even though 
the characteristics of these institutions may differ. The student is expected to: 

(A) identify institutions basic to all societies, including government, economic, educational, 
and religious institutions; 

(B) compare characteristics of institutions in various contemporary societies; and 

(C) analyze the efforts and activities institutions use to sustain themselves over time. 

(15) Culture. The student understands relationships that exist among world cultures. The student is 
expected to: 

(A) identify and describe means of cultural diffusion such as trade, travel, and war; 

(B) identify and describe factors that influence cultural change such as improvements in 
communication, transportation, and economic development; 

(C) 
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(F) 
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basic democratic values of our state and nation as referenced in the Texas Education Code (TEC), 
§28.002(h). 

(6) Students understand that a constitutional republic is a representative form of government whose 
representatives derive their authority from the consent of the governed, serve for an established 
tenure, and are sworn to uphold the constitution. 

(7) State and federal laws mandate a variety of celebrations and observances, including Celebrate 
Freedom Week. 

(A) Each social studies class shall include, during Celebrate Freedom Week as provided 
under the TEC, §29.907, or during another full school week as determined by the board 
of trustees of a school district, appropriate instruction concerning the intent, meaning, and 
importance of the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution, including the 
Bill of Rights, in their historical contexts. The study of the Declaration of Independence 
must include the study of the relationship of the ideas expressed in that document to 
subsequent American history, including the relationship of its ideas to the rich diversity 
of our people as a nation of immigrants, the American Revolution, the formulation of the 
U.S. Constitution, and the abolitionist movement, which led to the Emancipation 
Proclamation and the women's suffrage movement. 

(B) Each school district shall require that, during Celebrate Freedom Week or other week of 
instruction prescribed under subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, students in Grades 3-12 
study and recite the following text from the Declaration of Independence: "We hold these 
Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 
Pursuit of Happiness--That to secure these Rights, Governments are instituted among 
Men, deriving their just Powers from the Consent of the Governed." 

(8) Students discuss how and whether the actions of U.S. citizens and the local, state, and federal 
governments have achieved the ideals espoused in the founding documents. 

(c) Knowledge and skills. 

(1) History. The student understands traditional historical points of reference in Texas history. The 
student is expected to: 

(A) identify the major eras in Texas history, describe their defining characteristics, and 
explain the purpose of dividing the past into eras, including Natural Texas and its People; 
Age of Contact; Spanish Colonial; Mexican National; Revolution and Republic; Early 
Statehood; Texas in the Civil War and Reconstruction; Cotton, Cattle, and Railroads; Age 
of Oil; Texas in the Great Depression and World War II; Civil Rights; and Contemporary 
Texas; and 

(B) explain the significance of the following dates: 1519, mapping of the Texas coast and 
first mainland Spanish settlement; 1718, founding of San Antonio; 1821, independence 
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(A) identify significant individuals, events, and issues, including the factors leading to the 
expansion of the Texas frontier, the effects of westward expansion on American Indians, 
the buffalo soldiers, and Quanah Parker; 

(B) identify significant individuals, events, and issues, including the development of the 
cattle industry from its Spanish beginnings and the cowboy way of life; 

(C) identify significant individuals, events, and issues, including the effects of the growth of 
railroads and the contributions of James Hogg; and 

(D) explain the political, economic, and social impact of the agricultural industry and the 
development of West Texas resulting from the close of the frontier. 

(7) History. The student understands how individuals, events, and issues shaped the history of Texas 
during the late 19th, 20th, and early 21st centuries. The student is expected to: 

(A) explain how the oil industry led to the industrialization of Texas; 

(B) define and trace the impact of "boom-and-bust" cycles of leading Texas industries 
throughout the 20th and early 21st centuries such as farming, oil and gas production, 
cotton, ranching, real estate, banking, and computer technology; 

(C) describe and compare the impact of reform movements in Texas in the 19th and 20th 
centuries such as progressivism, populism, women's suffrage, agrarianism, labor reform, 
and the conservative movement of the late 20th century; 

(D) describe and compare the civil rights and equal rights movements of various groups in 
Texas in the 20th century and identify key leaders in these movements such as James L. 
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(B) describe how immigration and migration to Texas have influenced Texas; 

(C) describe the structure of the population of Texas using demographic concepts such as 
growth rate and age distribution; and 

(D) analyze the effects of the changing population distribution and growth in Texas and the 
additional need for education, health care, and transportation. 

(11) Economics. The student understands the factors that caused Texas to change from an agrarian to 
an urban society. The student is expected to: 

(A) explain economic factors and the development of major industries that led to the 
urbanization of Texas such as transportation, oil and gas, and manufacturing; and 

(B) explain the changes in the types of jobs and occupations that have resulted from the 
urbanization of Texas. 

(12) Economics. The student understands the interdependence of the Texas economy with the United 
States and the world. The student is expected to: 

(A) explain the impact of national and international markets on the production of goods and 
services in Texas, including agriculture and oil and gas; 

(B) explain the impact of economic concepts within the free enterprise system such as supply 
and demand, profit, and world competition on the economy of Texas; and 

(C) analyze the impact of significant industries in Texas such as aerospace, medical, and 
computer technologies on local, national, and international markets. 

(13) 
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discoveries and technological innovations on the development of the United States. Students use 
critical-thinking skills, including the identification of bias in written, oral, and visual material. 
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(A) 
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(C) explain the economic, political, and social problems during Reconstruction and evaluate 
their impact on different groups. 

(10) Geography. The student understands the location and characteristics of places and regions of the 
United States, past and present. The student is expected to: 

(A) locate places and regions directly related to major eras and turning points in the United 
States during the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries; 

(B) compare places and regions of the United States in terms of physical and human 
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(A) analyze the leadership qualities of elected and appointed leaders of the United States such 
as George Washington, John Marshall, and Abraham Lincoln; and 

(B) describe the contributions of significant political, social, and military leaders of the 
United States such as Frederick Douglass, John Paul Jones, Susan B. Anthony, and 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 

(23) Culture. The student understands the relationships between and among people from various 
groups, including racial, ethnic, and religious groups, during the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries. 
The student is expected to: 

(A) identify racial, ethnic, and religious groups that settled in the United States and explain 
their reasons for immigration; 

(B) explain how urbanization contributed to conflicts resulting from differences in religion, 
social class, and political beliefs; 

(C) identify ways conflicts between people from various racial, ethnic, and religious groups 
were addressed; 

(D) analyze the contributions of people of various racial, ethnic, and religious groups to our 
national identity; and 

(E) identify the political, social, and economic contributions of women to American society. 

(24) Culture. The student understands the major reform movements of the 19th century. The student is 
expected to: 

(A) describe and evaluate the historical development of the abolition movement, including 
activities that focused attention on the moral ills of slavery; and 

(B) evaluate the impact of reform movements, including educational reform, temperance, the 
women's rights movement, prison reform, the labor reform movement, and care of the 
disabled. 

(25) Culture. The student 
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