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Item 6: 
Consider and Take Appropriate Action on Proposed Review 

of 19 TAC Chapter 247, Educators' Code of Ethics 
 
 
DISCUSSION AND ACTION 
 
SUMMARY:  
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ATTACHMENT I 
Statutory Citations Relating to Review of 19 TAC Chapter 247, 

Educators' Code of Ethics 

Rule Review 

Texas Government Code, §2001.039, Agency Review of Existing Rules: 
(a) A state agency shall review and consider for readoption each of its rules in accordance 

with this section. 
(b) A state agency shall review a rule not later than the fourth anniversary of the date on 

which the rule takes effect and every four years after that date. The adoption of an 
amendment to an existing rule does not affect the dates on which the rule must be 
reviewed except that the effective date of an amendment is considered to be the 
effective date of the rule if the agency formally conducts a review of the rule in 
accordance with this section as part of the process of adopting the amendment. 

(c) The state agency shall readopt, readopt with amendments, or repeal a rule as the result 
of reviewing the rule under this section. 

(d) The procedures of this subchapter relating to the original adoption of a rule apply to the 
review of a rule and to the resulting repeal, readoption, or readoption with amendments 
of the rule, except as provided by this subsection. Publishing the Texas Administrative 
Code citation to a rule under review satisfies the requirements of this subchapter relating 
to publishing the text of the rule unless the agency readopts the rule with amendments 
as a result of the review. 

(e) A state agency's review of a rule must include an assessment of whether the reasons for 
initially adopting the rule continue to exist. 

Texas Education Code, §21.031, Purpose (excerpt): 
(a) The State Board for Educator Certification is established to recognize public school 

educators as professionals and to grant educators the authority to govern the standards 
of their profession. 
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Every Student Succ



 
State Board for Educator Certification                                                     Proposed Review of 19 TAC Chapter 247 

December 8, 2017                                                                          Item 6 - Page 5 
 
 

ATTACHMENT II 
Text of 19 TAC  

Chapter 247. Educators' Code of Ethics 

§247.1. Purpose and Scope; Definitions. 

(a) In compliance with the Texas Education Code, §21.041(b)(8), the State Board for Educator Certification 
(SBEC) adopts an Educators' Code of Ethics as set forth in §247.2 of this title (relating to Code of Ethics 
and Standard Practices for Texas Educators). The SBEC may amend the ethics code in the same manner as 
any other formal rule. 

(b) The Texas educator shall comply with standard practices and ethical conduct toward students, professional 
colleagues, school officials, parents, and members of the community and shall safeguard academic 
freedom. The Texas educator, in maintaining the dignity of the profession, shall respect and obey the law, 
demonstrate personal integrity, and exemplify honesty and good moral character. The Texas educator, in 
exemplifying ethical relations with colleagues, shall extend just and equitable treatment to all members of 
the profession. The Texas educator, in accepting a position of public trust, shall measure success by the 
progress of each student toward realization of his or her potential as an effective citizen. The Texas 
educator, in fulfilling responsibilities in the community, shall cooperate with parents and others to improve 
the public schools of the community. This chapter shall apply to educators and candidates for certification. 

(c) The SBEC is solely responsible for enforcing the Educators' Code of Ethics for purposes related to 
certification disciplinary proceedings. The Educators' Code of Ethics is enforced through the disciplinary 
procedure set forth in Chapter 249 of this title (relating to Disciplinary Proceedings, Sanctions, and 
Contested Cases) pursuant to the purposes stated therein. 

(d) As provided in §249.5 of this title (relating to Purpose; Policy Governing Disciplinary Proceedings), the 
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(17) State Board for Educator Certification--The State Board for Educator Certification acting through 
its voting members in a decision-making capacity. 

(18) State Board for Educator Certification member(s)--One or more of the members of the State Board 
for Educator Certification, appointed and qualified under the Texas Education Code, §21.033. 

(19) Student--A person enrolled in a primary or secondary school, whether public, private, or charter, 
regardless of the person's age, or a person 18 years of age or younger who is eligible to be enrolled 
in a primary or secondary school, whether public, private, or charter. 

(20) Texas Education Agency staff--Staff of the Texas Education Agency assigned by the 
commissioner of education to perform the State Board for Educator Certification's administrative 
functions and services. 

(21) Worthy to instruct or to supervise the youth of this state--Presence of those moral, mental, and 
psychological qualities that are required to enable an educator to render the service essential to the 
accomplishment of the goals and mission of the State Board for Educator Certification policy and 
this chapter. 

Statutory Authority: The provisions of this §247.1 issued under the Texas Education Code, §21.031(a) and 
§21.041(a) and (b)(1), (7), and (8); and 20 United States Code, §7926 (ESSA). 

Source: The provisions of this §247.1 adopted to be effective March 1, 1998, 23 TexReg 1022; amended to be 
effective December 26, 2010, 35 TexReg 11242; amended to be effective December 19, 2011, 36 TexReg 8530; 
amended to be effective December 27, 2016, 41 TexReg 10329. 

§247.2. Code of Ethics and Standard Practices for Texas Educators. 

Enforceable Standards. 

(1) Professional Ethical Conduct, Practices and Performance. 

(A) Standard 1.1. The educator shall not intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly engage in 
deceptive practices regarding official policies of the school district, educational 
institution, educator preparation program, the Texas Education Agency, or the State 
Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) and its certification process. 

(B) Standard 1.2. The educator shall not knowingly misappropriate, divert, or use monies, 
personnel, property, or equipment committed to his or her charge for personal gain or 
advantage. 

(C) Standard 1.3. The educator shall not submit fraudulent requests for reimbursement, 
expenses, or pay. 

(D) Standard 1.4. The educator shall not use institutional or professional privileges for 
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(J) Standard 1.10. The educator shall be of good moral character and be worthy to instruct or 
supervise the youth of this state. 

(K) Standard 1.11. The educator shall not intentionally or knowingly misrepresent his or her 
employment history, criminal history, and/or disciplinary record when applying for 
subsequent employment. 

(L) Standard 1.12. The educator shall refrain from the illegal use or distribution of controlled 
substances and/or abuse of prescription drugs and toxic inhalants. 

(M) Standard 1.13. The educator shall not be under the influence of alcohol or consume 
alcoholic beverages on school property or during school activities when students are 
present. 

(N) Standard 1.14. The educator shall not assist another educator, school employee, 
contractor, or agent in obtaining a new job as an educator or in a school, apart from the 
routine transmission of administrative and personnel files, if the educator knows or has 
probable cause to believe that such person engaged in sexual misconduct regarding a 
minor or student in violation of the law. 

(2) Ethical Conduct Toward Professional Colleagues. 
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(F) Standard 3.6. The educator shall not solicit or engage in sexual conduct or a romantic 
relationship with a student or minor. 

(G) Standard 3.7. The educator shall not furnish alcohol or illegal/unauthorized drugs to any 
person under 21 years of age unless the educator is a parent or guardian of that child or 
knowingly allow any person under 21 years of age unless the educator is a parent or 
guardian of that child to consume alcohol or illegal/unauthorized drugs in the presence of 
the educator. 

(H) Standard 3.8. The educator shall maintain appropriate professional educator-student 
relationships and boundaries based on a reasonably prudent educator standard. 

(I) Standard 3.9. The educator shall refrain from inappropriate communication with a student 
or minor, including, but not limited to, electronic communication such as cell phone, text 
messaging, email, instant messaging, blogging, or other social network communication. 
Factors that may be considered in assessing whether the communication is inappropriate 
include, but are not limited to: 

(i) the nature, purpose, timing, and amount of the communication; 

(ii) the subject matter of the communication; 


