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Item 7: 
Consider and Take Appropriate Action on Adoption of 

Review of 19 TAC Chapter 241, Principal Certificate 
 
 
DISCUSSION AND ACTION 
 
SUMMARY:  Texas Government Code, §2001.039, establishes a four-year rule review cycle for 
all state agency rules, including State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) rules. This item 
presents for SBEC approval the adoption of the review of 19 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) 
Chapter 241, Principal Certificate. The rules being reviewed provide requirements relating to the 
certification of principals. 
 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY:  Statutory authority for the rule review is Texas Government Code, 
§2001.039. The statutory authority for 19 TAC Chapter 241 is the Texas Education Code, 
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(A) students with disabilities, including mental health disorders; 
(B) students who are educationally disadvantaged; 
(C) students of limited English proficiency; and 
(D) students at risk of dropping out of school. 

(5) preventing, recognizing, and reporting any sexual conduct between an educator 
and student that is prohibited under Section 21.12, Penal Code, or for which 
reporting is required under Section 21.006 of this code. 

(e-2) Continuing education requirements for a principal may include instruction regarding how 
grief and trauma affect student learning and behavior and how evidence-based, grief-
informed, and trauma-informed strategies support the academic success of students 
affected by grief and trauma. 

  

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=PE&Value=21.12
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=ED&Value=21.006
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ATTACHMENT II 
Text of 19 TAC 

Chapter 241. Principal Certificate 

§241.1. General Provisions. 

(a) Due to the critical role the principal plays in campus effectiveness and student achievement, and consistent 
with the Texas Education Code (TEC), §21.046(c), the rules adopted by the State Board for Educator 
Certification ensure that each candidate for the Principal Certificate is of the highest caliber and possesses 
the knowledge and skills necessary for success. 

(b) As required by the TEC, §21.046(b)(1)-(6), the standards identified in §241.15 of this title (relating to 
Standards Required for the Principal Certificate) emphasize instructional leadership; administration, 
supervision, and communication skills; curriculum and instruction management; performance evaluation; 
organization; and fiscal management. 

(c) An individual serving as a principal or assistant principal is expected to actively participate in professional 
development activities to continually update his or her knowledge and skills. Currency in best practices and 
research as related to both campus leadership and student learning is essential. 

(d) The holder of the Principal Certificate issued under the provisions of this chapter may serve as a principal 
or assistant principal in a Texas public school. 

Statutory Authority: The provisions of this §241.1 issued under the Texas Education Code, §§21.003(a), 
21.041(b)(2)-(4), and 21.046(b)-(d). 

Source: The provisions of this §241.1 adopted to be effective March 14, 1999, 24 TexReg 1616; amended to be 
effective September 2, 1999, 24 TexReg 6751; amended to be effective July 13, 2004, 29 TexReg 6646; amended to 
be effective October 25, 2009, 34 TexReg 7200. 

§241.5. Minimum Requirements for Admission to a Principal Preparation Program. 

(a) Prior to admission to an educator preparation program leading to the Principal Certificate, an individual 
must hold a baccalaureate degree from an accredited institution of higher education that at the time was 
accredited or otherwise approved by an accrediting organization recognized by the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board. 

(b) An educator preparation program may adopt requirements for admission in addition to those required in 
subsection (a) of this section. 

(c) The educator preparation program shall implement procedures that include screening activities to determine 
the candidate's appropriateness for the Principal Certificate as identified in Chapter 227 of this title (relating 
to Provisions for Educator Preparation Candidates). 

Statutory Authority: The provisions of this §241.5 issued under the Texas Education Code, §§21.003(a), 
21.041(b)(2)-(4), and 21.046(b)-(d). 

Source: The provisions of this §241.5 adopted to be effective March 14, 1999, 24 TexReg 1616; amended to be 
effective September 2, 1999, 24 TexReg 6751; amended to be effective June 10, 2001, 26 TexReg 3929; amended to 
be effective October 25, 2009, 34 TexReg 7200. 

§241.10. Preparation Program Requirements. 

(a) The standards identified in §241.15 of this title (relating to Standards Required for the Principal Certificate) 
and Chapter 228 of this title (relating to Requirements for Educator Preparation Programs) shall be the 
curricular basis for an educator preparation program preparing candidates to be principals. The educator 
preparation program shall establish benchmarks and structured assessments of the candidate's progress and 
needed growth throughout the educator preparation program based on the standards identified in §241.15 of 
this title. 
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(b) The principal preparation program shall include a field-based practicum whereby a candidate must 
demonstrate proficiency in each of the standards identified in §241.15 of this title. 

(c) 
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(9) implements effective, legal, and appropriate strategies for the recruitment, selection, assignment, 
and induction of campus staff; and 

(10) plans for and adopts early hiring practices. 

(e) Executive Leadership. The principal: 

(1) reflects on his or her practice, seeks and acts on feedback, and strives to continually improve, 
learn, and grow; 

(2) engages in ongoing and meaningful professional growth activities to further develop knowledge 
and skills and to model lifelong learning; 

(3) uses strong communication skills, understands how to communicate a message in different ways 
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Statutory Authority: The provisions of this §241.20 issued under the 


