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Item 17: 

Discussion of Proposed Amendments to 19 TAC Chapter 
233, Categories of Classroom Teaching Certificates 

 

 

DISCUSSION  

 

SUMMARY: This item provides the State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) an 

opportunity to discuss proposed amendments to 19 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter 

233, Categories of Classroom Teaching Certificates. The proposed amendments would remove 

certificates no longer issued by the SBEC; would strike where applicable, language referencing 

deadlines for use of test scores for certificate issuance; would add three new special education 

certificates into rule; would update language specific to licensure requirements for cosmetology 

certification; and would propose the addition of a new foreign language certificate to the list of 

credentials issued by the SBEC. Technical changes would also provide clarification and 

consistent information related to the classroom teacher certificates issued by the SBEC.  

 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: The statutory authority for 19 TAC Chapter 233 is the Texas 

Education Code (TEC), §§21.003(a); 21.031; 21.041(b)(1)–(4) and (6); 21.044(e) and (f); 

21.048(a); 21.0442; 21.0491; 21.048(a–2); 21.0489; and 22.0831(f). 

 

TEC, §21.003(a), states that a person may not be employed as a teacher, teacher intern or 

teacher trainee, librarian, educational aide, administrator, educational diagnostician, or school 

counselor by a school district unless the person holds an appropriate certificate or permit issued 

as provided by the TEC, Chapter 21, Subchapter B. 

 

TEC, §21.031, authorizes the SBEC to regulate and oversee all aspects of the certification, 

continuing education, and standards of conduct of public school educators, and states that in 

proposing rules under the TEC, Chapter 21, Subchapter B, the SBEC shall ensure that all 

candidates for certification or renewal of certification demonstrate the knowledge and skills 

necessary to improve the performance of the diverse student population of this state. 

 

TEC, §21.041(b)(1), requires the SBEC to propose rules that provide for the regulation of 

educators and the general administration of the TEC, Chapter 21, Subchapter B, in a manner 

consistent with the TEC, Chapter 21, Subchapter B. 

 

TEC, §21.041(b)(2), requires the SBEC to propose rules that specify the classes of educator 

certificates to be issued, including emergency certificates. 

 

TEC, §21.041(b)(3), requires the SBEC to propose rules that specify the period for which each 

class of educator certificate is valid. 

 

TEC, §21.041(b)(4), requires the SBEC to propose rules that specify the requirements for the 

issuance and renewal of an educator certificate. 

 

TEC, §21.041(b)(6), requires the SBEC to propose rules that provide for special or restricted 

certification of educators, including certification of instructors of American Sign Language. 
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§233.1. General Authority 

 

The proposed amendments in §233.1(e) would delete references to use of test scores for 

certificate issuance and applicability of catastrophic illness and military service since these 

provisions are addressed in other SBEC rules. The proposed amendments would also ensure 

that there is clarity around required tests for certification and deadlines for certificate issuance 

as reflected in Figure 230.21(e) of 19 TAC Chapter 230, Subchapter C, Assessment of 

Educators.   

 

§233.2. Early Childhood; Core Subjects. 

 

The proposed amendments in §233.2(b) Core Subjects: Early Childhood-Grade 6 and §233.2(c) 

Core Subjects: Grades 4-8 certificates would delete these certificate references since they are 

no longer credentials issued by the SBEC. Proposed amendments in §233.2(d) Core Subjects 

with Science of Teaching Reading: Early Childhood-Grade 6 would delete references to use of 

passing scores on Core Subjects examinations and related deadlines for purposes of certificate 

issuance. The remaining rules in this section will be re-lettered to new subsections (b) and (c). 

 

§233.3. English Language Arts and Reading; Social Studies. 

 

The proposed amendments to §233.2(a) English Language Arts and Reading: Grades 4-8 and 

§233.2(d) English Language Arts and Reading/
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ATTACHMENT  

Text of Proposed Amendments to 19 TAC 

Chapter 233. Categories of Classroom Teaching Certificates 

§233.1. General Authority. 

(a) In this chapter, the State Board for Educator Certification establishes separate certificate categories within 

the certificate class for the classroom teacher established under §230.33 of this title (relating to Classes of 

Certificates). 

(b) For purposes of authorizing a person to be employed by a school district under the Texas Education Code, 

§21.003(a), a certificate category identifies: 

(1) the content area or the special student population the holder may teach; 

(2) the grade levels the holder may teach; and 

(3) the earliest date the certificate may be issued. 

(c) Unless provided otherwise in this title, the content area and grade level of a certificate category as well as 

the standards underlying the certification examination for each category are aligned with the Texas 

Essential Knowledge and Skills curriculum adopted by the State Board of Education. 

(d) A category includes both a standard certificate and the related emergency or temporary credential. A 

category may comprise a standard base certificate or a supplemental certificate. A supplemental certificate 

may be issued only to a person who already holds the appropriate standard base certificate. 

(e) A person must satisfy all applicable requirements and conditions under this title and other law to be issued 

a certificate in a category. A person seeking an initial standard certification must pass the appropriate 

examination(s) as prescribed in §230.21 of this title (relating to Educator Assessment).  [A person 

completing requirements for an initial standard certificate using a score on an examination that has been 

eliminated must apply and pay for the certification and be recommended by an educator preparation 

program by the deadline specified in this chapter to be eligible for issuance of the certificate. Exceptions 

may be granted for a period of two years after the elimination of the examination for catastrophic illness of 

the educator or an immediate family member or military service of the applicant.] 

(f) If the governor declares a state of disaster consistent with the Texas Government Code, §418.014, Texas 

Education Agency staff may extend deadlines in this chapter for up to 90 days as necessary to 

accommodate persons in the affected disaster areas. 

(g) The general assignment descriptions in this chapter, where applicable
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(c) [(e)] Core Subjects with Science of Teaching Reading: Grades 4-8. The Core Subjects with Science of Teaching 

Reading certificate: Grades 4-8 may be issued no earlier than January 1, 2021. 

§233.3. English Language Arts and Reading; Social Studies. 

[(a) English Language Arts and Reading: Grades 4-
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academic preparation and experience in the skill areas to be taught and completion of specified pedagogy 

and professional responsibilities training. 

(1) The standard Trade and Industrial Education: Grades 6-12 certificate shall require the following 

academic preparation and wage-earning experience. 

(A) Option I. An individual must: 

(i) hold a bachelor's degree from an accredited institution of higher education that 

at the time was accredited or otherwise approved by an accrediting organization 

recognized by the THECB; and 

(ii) have two years of full-time wage-earning experience within the past ten years in 

one or more approved occupations for which instruction is offered. The 

experience must be approved by the certification officer of an EPP approved to 

prepare teachers for the Trade and Industrial Education: Grades 6-12 certificate. 

Up to 18 months of the wage-earning experience can be met through a formal 

documented internship. 

(B) Option II. An individual must: 

(i) hold an associate degree from an accredited institution of higher education that 

at the time was accredited or otherwise approved by an accrediting organization 

recognized by the THECB; and 

(ii) have two years of full-time wage-earning experience within the past ten years in 

one or more approved occupations for which instruction is offered. The 

experience must be approved by the certification officer of an EPP approved to 

prepare teachers for the Trade and Industrial Education: Grades 6-12 certificate. 

(C) Option III. An individual must: 

(i) hold a high school diploma or the equivalent; and 

(ii) have five years of full-time wage-earning experience within the past ten years in 

one or more approved occupations for which instruction is offered. The 

experience must be approved by the certification officer of an EPP approved to 

prepare teachers for the Trade and Industrial Education: Grades 6-12 certificate. 

(2) The standard Trade and Industrial Education: Grades 6-12 certificate shall require current 

licensure, certification, or registration by a nationally recognized accrediting agency based on a 

recognized test or measurement. If the licensure, certification, or registration is not based on a 

recognized test or measurement, then passing the appropriate NOCTI assessment is required. A 

cosmetology teacher must hold a valid Cosmetology Operator license or Class A Barber Operator 

license. [A cosmetology teacher must hold a current cosmetology instructor license issued by the 

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation.] 

(3) An individual must complete one year of creditable classroom teaching experience, as defined in 
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of 
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(5)  German: Early Childhood-Grade 12. The German: Early Childhood-Grade 12 certificate may be 

issued no earlier than November 1, 2009.  

(6)  Hindi: Early Childhood-Grade 12. The Hindi: Early Childhood-Grade 12 certificate may be issued 

no earlier than November 1, 2010.  

(7)  Italian: Early Childhood-Grade 12. The Italian: Early Childhood-Grade 12 certificate may be 

issued no earlier than November 1, 2010.  

(8)  Japanese: Early Childhood-Grade 12. The Japanese: Early Childhood-Grade 12 certificate may be 

issued no earlier than October 15, 2007.  

(9)  Korean: Early Childhood-Grade 12. The Korean: Early Childhood-Grade 12 certificate may be 

issued no earlier than June 1, 2016.  

(10)  Latin: Early Childhood-Grade 12. The Latin: Early Childhood-Grade 12 certificate may be issued 

no earlier than January 1, 2010.  

(11)  Portuguese: Early Childhood-Grade 12. The Portuguese: Early Childhood-Grade 12 certificate 

may be issued no earlier than June 1, 2016.  

(12)  Russian: Early Childhood-Grade 12. The Russian: Early Childhood-Grade 12 certificate may be 

issued no earlier than October 15, 2007.  

(13)  Spanish: Early Childhood-Grade 12. The Spanish: Early Childhood-Grade 12 certificate may be 

issued no earlier than November 1, 2009.  

(14) Tamil: Early Childhood-Grade 12. The Tamil: Early Childhood-Grade 12 certificate may be 

issued no earlier than September 1, 2025. 

(15) [(14)]  


