
       
  

     
 

  

  
  

    
  

 
 

 
 

 
   

  
   

 
  

  
  

 
 

 
 

 
      

  
  

   
 

  
  

 
   

  
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

State Board for Educator Certification Adoption of Proposed Amendment to
19 TAC Chapter 239 , Subchapter A, §239.20 

Item 6: 

Adoption of Proposed Amendment to 19 TAC Chapter 23 9, 
Student Services Certificates , Subchapter A, School
Counselor Certificate , §239.20, Requirements for the 

Issuance of the Standard School Counselor Certificate 

DISCUSSION AND ACTION 

SUMMARY: This item provides the State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) an 
opportunity to adopt the proposed amendment to 19 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter 
239, Student Services Certificates, Subchapter A, School Counselor Certificate, §239.20, 
Requirements for the Issuance of the Standard School Counselor Certificate. The proposed 
amendment would implement the statutory requirement of Senate Bill (SB) 798, 88th Texas 
Legislature, Regular Session, 2023, and would update the certificate issuance rules to remove 
the requirement that an individual must have two years of classroom teaching experience to 
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State Board for Educator Certification Adoption of Proposed Amendment to
19 TAC Chapter 239, Subchapter A, §239.20 

that a candidate for school counselor certification must have experience as a classroom 
teacher. The proposed amendment would comply with the deadline given in legislation to initiate 
SBEC rulemaking. 

Following is a description of the proposed amendment to 19 TAC Chapter 239, Subchapter A, 
§239.20, that would update the school counselor certificate issuance rule and implement the 
provisions of SB 798. 

§239.20. Requirements for the Issuance of the School Counselor Certificate. 

The proposed amendment to 19 TAC §239.20(4) would strike the text in its entirety and comply 
with provisions in SB 798 to remove the requirement of two creditable years of teaching 
experience as a classroom teacher as a condition for issuance of the school counselor 
certificate. Additional minor technical edits would be made to reflect the deletion of this 
requirement. 
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would not require an increase or decrease in fees paid to the agency; would not create a new 
regulation; would not expand or limit an existing regulation; would not increase or decrease the 
number of individuals subject to its applicability; and would not positively or adversely affect the 
state’s economy. 

PUBLIC BENEFIT AND COST TO PERSONS: No changes have been made to this section 
since published as proposed. The public benefit anticipated as a result of the proposal would be 
clarity around the rules regarding certificate issuance for school counselors. TEA staff has 
determined there is no anticipated cost to persons required to comply with the proposal. 

DATA AND REPORTING IMPACT: No changes have been made to this section since 
published as proposed. The proposal would have no new data and reporting impact. 

PRINCIPAL AND CLASSROOM TEACHER PAPERWORK REQUIREMENTS: No changes 
have been made to this section since published as proposed. TEA staff has determined the 
proposal would not require a written report or other paperwork to be completed by a principal or 
classroom teacher. 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: No changes have been made to this section since published as 
proposed. The proposal does not require an environmental impact analysis because the 
proposal does not include major environmental rules under TGC, §2001.0225. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: The public comment period on the proposal began on December 29, 
2023, and ended on January 29, 2024. Any comments received will be provided to the SBEC 
under separate cover prior to the February 16, 2024 meeting. The SBEC will also take 
registered oral and written comments on the proposal during the February 16, 2024 meeting’s 
public comment period in accordance with the SBEC board operating policies and procedures. 

ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONER'S RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve for adoption, subject to the State Board for Education review, the 
proposed amendment to 19 TAC Chapter 239, Student Services Certificates, 
Subchapter A, School Counselor Certificate, §239.20, Requirements for the 
Issuance of the Standard School Counselor Certificate, with an effective date of 
20 days after filing the adoption notice with the Texas Register. 

Staff Members Responsible:
Marilyn Cook, Senior Director, Educator Preparation and Certification 
Lorrie Ayers, Director, Educator Preparation Program Management 

Attachment: 
Text of Proposed Amendment to 19 TAC Chapter 239, Student Services Certificates, 
Subchapter A, School Counselor Certificate, §239.20, Requirements for the Issuance of the 
Standard School Counselor Certificate 
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ATTACHMENT 
Text of Proposed Amendment to 19 TAC 

Chapter 239. Student Services Certificates 

Subchapter A. School Counselor Certificate 

§239.20. Requirements for the Issuance of the Standard School Counselor Certificate. 

To be eligible to receive the standard School Counselor Certificate, a candidate must: 

(1) successfully complete a school counselor preparation program that meets the requirements of 
§239.10 of this title (relating to Preparation Program Requirements) and §239.15 of this title 
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