
Kindergarten-Grade 8
Social Studies Standards to 

Focus on Fundamentals
To provide world-class foundational knowledge 

and understanding of history to ensure the future 
success of all Texas students

“A general diffusion of knowledge being essential to the 
preservation of the liberties and rights of the people…”



Content advisors recommend organizing the K-3 social studies 
TEKS around themes

Content Advisor 
Consensus 
Recommendations, 
Recommendation #4

"For grades K–3, 
concepts should be 
taught through the 
lenses of local, state, 
national, and world 
experiences."

Framework #1

Kindergarten: Foundation
Grade 1: Local and Global Cultures
Grade 2: Interacting with the World Around Us
Grade 3: Impact of Early Civilizations

Framework #2

Kindergarten: Foundations for Learning
1st Grade: My Family, My Community, My State, and My Country
2nd Grade: Our Diversity and Our Shared Traditions and Heritage
3rd Grade: People Who Left a Mark on Texas, the Nation, and the 
World 



High school TEKS review workgroups recommend moving 
content to earlier grades

Examples of content currently found in HS they recommend should be in earlier grades:

High School World History
• 8000 BC to 500 BC: the development of agriculture and the��

development of the river valley civilizations
• 500 BC to AD 600: the development of the classical��

civilizations of Greece, Rome, Persia, India (Maurya and��
Gupta), China (Zhou, Qin, and Han), and the development of��
major world religions

• Roman Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy as social and��
political factors in medieval Europe and the Byzantine��Empire

• Development of the political/social system of feudalism and��
the economic system of manorialism

• Contributions of the Crusades, the Black Death, and the��
Hundred Years' War to the 



Content advisors recommend introducing more coverage of 
world history before high school

Content Advisor 
Consensus 
Recommendations, 
Recommendation #4

"Students should 
experience an 
increasingly complex 
understanding of the 
world around them 
and their place in it."

Framework #1 and #2

Grade 5—
World Geography and History 1 [to about 1400/1450ish]
Grade 6—
World Geography and History 2 [from about 1400/1450ish] 





A reorganized K





Possible New Structure Compared with Current TEKS



Kindergarten – Grade 2
PossibleFoundational Knowledge Building Themes and Illustrative Examples

Kindergarten
Theme: People & Events

• World Geography
• Ancient Egypt, Middle East &

Mediterranean Peoples
• American Historical Figures
• Texas Historical Figures
• American History Events
• Texas History Events

Grade 1
Theme: Culture

• Early Human Culture
• Agricultural Revolution
• Ancient Greek Culture
• World Religions
• Ancient Maya Culture
• Native Americans of Texas
•



Grades 3 – 8
Possible Grade Level Chronology & Regional Focus Areas for History of the World, United States, and Texas

Grades 3 –��5

Gr 3: Ancient &Classical Civilizations, 5000 BC to 
AD 500s—Middle East, Egypt, Greece, Rome, world 
religions, India, China

Gr 4: Civilizations in Transition, 400s to 1400s—
Byzantine Empire, Medieval Europe, Muslim Empires & 
the Crusades, African States, Mongols, Ming China

Gr 5: Early Modern World, 1300s to 1500s—
Renaissance, Reformation, absolutism, British history, 



To follow the TEKS review process and view drafts 
throughout the process, visit the 2021-2022 Social 
Studies TEKS Review webpage at

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/curriculum-standards/teks-
review/2021-2022-

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/curriculum-standards/teks-review/2021-2022-social-studies-teks-review
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