
Links to Utah’s Virtual & Blended Teaching and Learning Tools  
 
UPSTART Home-based online kindergarten readiness program 
 
I was scheduled to present at SXSW in Austin TX in March 2020 but it became the first major conference 
in the US to be cancelled because of COVID 19. As you know, they instead held a virtual conference. Here 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F9Quep-CdcpU&data=05%7C01%7Cnichole.aguirre%40tea.texas.gov%7C16a1b9507bbb4597046d08da274efd70%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637865518362566116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wStqPfpzKdCG6n%2BVNwxCExDhNEzOHE1X35iZ9SR%2FJZI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ted.com%2Ftalks%2Fclaudia_miner_a_new_way_to_get_every_child_ready_for_kindergarten&data=05%7C01%7Cnichole.aguirre%40tea.texas.gov%7C16a1b9507bbb4597046d08da274efd70%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637865518362566116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4qqXLsxUXtKuiYPvUdHLNqyu2t%2FpLGalq8Wyzxri5zI%3D&reserved=0


The web link starts with the Overview which provides a link to the Masterplan.  The “Software Initiatives” 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mckinsey.com%2Findustries%2Feducation%2Four-insights%2Fcovid-19-and-education-the-lingering-effects-of-unfinished-learning&data=05%7C01%7Cnichole.aguirre%40tea.texas.gov%7C16a1b9507bbb4597046d08da274efd70%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637865518362566


https://www.ecs.org/wp-content/uploads/2021-Frank-Newman-Award-for-State-
Innovation.pdf#:~:text=The%20Frank%20Newman%20Award%20for%20State%20Innovation%20is,recogn
izes%20a%20for-profit%20corporation%2C%20nonprofit%20organization%20or%20foundation 
 
SETDA State Policymaker of the Year Award 
 
Utah was positioned to quickly and effectively transition to remote learning thanks to many years of 
preparation and leadership from Dr. Sydnee Dickson. In 2015, the Utah state legislature called for the 
development of a master plan to improve classroom technology use. Under the direction of Dr. Dickson, a 
team of stakeholders created Utah’s Essential Elements for Technology Powered Learning. In the plan, 
Utah identified several components of effective technology integration and proposed a statewide DTL 
grant necessary for implementation, which became codified into law. 
 
https://www.setda.org/news/awards/policymaker/ 
 
 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecs.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021-Frank-Newman-Award-for-State-Innovation.pdf%23%3A%7E%3Atext%3DThe%2520Frank%2520Newman%2520Award%2520for%2520State%2520Innovation%2520is%2Crecognizes%2520a%2520for-profit%2520corporation%252C%2520nonprofit%2520organization%2520or%2520foundation&data=05%7C01%7Cnichole.aguirre%40tea.texas.gov%7C16a1b9507bbb4597046d08da274efd70%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637865518362566116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zUOpWdUmWM0i6bJ9oHeQv1I1jrwCcnOc72ijGjGPfds%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecs.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021-Frank-Newman-Award-for-State-Innovation.pdf%23%3A%7E%3Atext%3DThe%2520Frank%2520Newman%2520Award%2520for%2520State%2520Innovation%2520is%2Crecognizes%2520a%2520for-profit%2520corporation%252C%2520nonprofit%2520organization%2520or%2520foundation&data=05%7C01%7Cnichole.aguirre%40tea.texas.gov%7C16a1b9507bbb4597046d08da274efd70%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637865518362566116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zUOpWdUmWM0i6bJ9oHeQv1I1jrwCcnOc72ijGjGPfds%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecs.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021-Frank-Newman-Award-for-State-Innovation.pdf%23%3A%7E%3Atext%3DThe%2520Frank%2520Newman%2520Award%2520for%2520State%2520Innovation%2520is%2Crecognizes%2520a%2520for-profit%2520corporation%252C%2520nonprofit%2520organization%2520or%2520foundation&data=05%7C01%7Cnichole.aguirre%40tea.texas.gov%7C16a1b9507bbb4597046d08da274efd70%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637865518362566116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zUOpWdUmWM0i6bJ9oHeQv1I1jrwCcnOc72ijGjGPfds%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.setda.org%2Fnews%2Fawards%2Fpolicymaker%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cnichole.aguirre%40tea.texas.gov%7C16a1b9507bbb4597046d08da274efd70%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637865518362566116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WaJEVZVvTBlhSVAGWukORo21eVjTHSd3dfv%2Fq9oA17g%3D&reserved=0

