
ENROLLMENT 101 

•  SCHOOL ENROLLMENT FOR STUDENTS IN FOSTER CARE — WHY PROMPT 
ENROLLMENT IS IMPORTANT

• 

•
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CHAPTER 7
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SCHOOL ENROLLMENT FOR STUDENTS IN FOSTER CARE — WHY PROMPT ENROLLMENT 
IS IMPORTANT:
Delays and challenges with enrollment signi�cantly impact the educational experience and outcomes of students  
in foster care. Despite the laws and practices established in the education and child welfare systems to prevent them, 
enrollment delays are common. Challenges to enrollment exist including:

�t��Partial and missing records;

�t��Lack of knowledge of the enrollment process and mandatory provisions for students in care;

�t��
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WHAT RECORDS ARE NEEDED TO ENROLL A STUDENT IN SCHOOL?

Information for enrollment

1. Identity of parent or legal guardian/legal authority;��

2. Proof of residence;��

3. Proof of the child’s identity (child’s birth certi�cate or another acceptable document);��

4. Immunization records;��

5. School records from last school attended;��  and

�. For children under age ��, records from ALL the student’s previously attended schools.��

INFORMATION NECESSARY FOR ENROLLMENT DESCRIBED: 

1. Identity of parent or legal guardian/legal authority: 
Who may enroll a student living in foster care in school?  

If a child is in a foster care placement, DFPS has legal authority to enroll the child in school. DFPS may delegate that 
authority to another person, usually the person who will be responsible for day-to-day care of the child, such as the:

�t��Foster parent or designated caregiver;

�t��
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HELPFUL INFORMATION — CPS & ENROLLMENT:

Child welfare partners may provide academic information from the  
previous school setting:
Foster parents, caseworkers and other advocates may facilitate the enrollment process by providing information 




