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FOREWORD

Q WKH 7H[DV /HJILVIDIXUH SDVVHG LWV LUVW (HILVIDILRQ FRQFHUQLQJ WKH HGXFDWLRQ RI JLIWHG WDIHQWHG * 7 VWXGHQWV
In 1979, state funds for providing services to G/T children were made available, but providing such services was
RSILRQDO IRU VFKRRO GLVWULFIV  2Q WKH 7H[DV /HJILVIDWXUH PDQGDWHG WKDW D00 VFKRR( GLVWULFIWV P XVW LGHQULI\ DQG VHUYH
G/T students at all grade levels. In 1990, the Texas State Plan for the Education of Gifted/Talented Students (State Plan)
was adopted by the Texas State Board of Education (SBOE) that included a commitment to high-level learning op-
portunities for G/T learners expressed in the following goal:

In 1999, the 76" 7H[DV /HJILVIDWXUH LQWRGXFHG 5LGHU ZKLFK VSXUUHG WKH LQUILD) GHYHIRSPHQW DQG RQJRLQJ UHLQH-
ment of the Texas Performance Standards Project for Gifted/Talented Students (TPSP) as a vehicle through which
districts might address the stated goal. With the TPSP and ongoing research to inform and improve practice, Texas
educators are committed to meeting the unique needs of G/T students and to expanding the ways to do so. To
learn more about programs and resources for G/T education in Texas, visit the Texas Education Agency (TEA) G/T
website at

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/gifted-and-talented-education, contact a local Texas
public school district or regional education service center (ESC), or email TEA at

gted@tea.texas.gov.

Pursuant to Section 29.123 of the Texas Education Code (TEC), the State Plan forms the basis of G/T standards of
VHUYLFHV DQG GLYLGHV WKHP LQUR WKH FDWHJRULHV Rl DFFRXQWDELILIN\ DQG H[HPSIDU\ 7KH SIDQ R HUWV DQ RXWLQH IRU VHU-
vices without prohibitive regulation. Districts are accountable for services as described in the State Plan where per-
formance measures are included for VL[ DVSHFIV Rl * 7 VHUYLFH GHVLJQ 7KH DFFRXQIDELLIN VWDQGDUGY UHn,HFI DFILRQV
required in state law and/or SBOE rule. Many districts, in collaboration with their communities, will provide more
comprehensive services incorporating research-based bessAheir communities, will provide more



FIDELITY OF SERVICES

School districts comply with gifted/talented accountability standards and monitor the efectiveness of

assessment and services for gifted/talented students.

Accountability

Exemplary

1.1 Student assessment and services are in
compliance with the Texas State Plan for the
Education of Gifted/Talented Students (19 TAC
i

1.2 Gifted/talented education policies
and procedures are reviewed and
recommendations for improvement are made
by an advisory group of community members,
parents of gifted/talented students, school
VID  DQG JLIWHG WDIHQWHG HGXFDWLRQ WD  ZKR
meet regularly for that purpose.

1.3 100% of the funds allocated to gifted/talented
HGXFDILRQ LV VSHQIl RQ LGHQILLFDILRQ DQG
services for gifted/talented students. (TEC
i

1.3.1 To the extent that state funding is

provided for gifted/talented student
education, from the basic allotment
or additional funding from business

partnerships, scholarships, parent
group fundraisers, etc. is used to
supplement the state and local funding.

1.4 Gifted/talented funding is used to meet the
needs of gifted/talented students.

1.5 Annual evaluation activities are conducted
for the purpose of continued service
development. The summary of the evaluation
with program highlights is provided to the
school board upon completion.

1.5.1 Ongoing formative and summative
evaluation strategies, based on
quantitative and qualitative data, are
reviewed by the school board and used
for substantive program improvement
and development.

1.6 /RQJ UDQJIH HYDIXDWLRQ RI VHUYLFHV LV EDVHG
on evidence obtained through gifted/
talented-appropriate performance measures
such as those provided through the Texas
Performance Standards Project (TPSP).

1.7 The development and delivery of curriculum
for gifted/talented students is monitored
regularly by trained administrators.

1.8 District guidelines for evaluation of resources
used to serve gifted/talented students are
established and used in selecting materials
IIKDW DUH DSSURSULDWH IRU GL  HUHQWLDWHG
learning.

1.9 Curriculum for gifted/talented students is
PRGLLHG EDVHG RQ DQQXD0 HYDOXDWLRQV

1.9.1 Gifted/talented curriculum is designed
and evaluated through collaboration
by specialists in content areas, special
populations, instructional techniques,
and gifted/talented education.

1.10 Develop a comprehensive manual or
program guide describing all gifted/
talented programs, services, assessments,
and communication, which is accessible
to parents, community and students and
includes district G/T contact information.

1.10.1 Develop a comprehensive manual
or program guide describing all
gifted/talented programs, services,
assessments, and communication
which is accessible to parents,
community and students including
district G/T contact information that
is reported to the state.




Accountability

Exemplary

1.11 For any standard of service for which the
district is out of compliance, develop a
written plan specifying actions and timelines
for achieving compliance.

1.12 Funds used for programs and services must
EH GHIHUPLQHG H HFILYH DQG FRQVLVIHQW ZLWK
the standards set forth in this document.

1.13.1 Release time and/or extended contracts
are provided to enable teachers at all
levels to form horizontal and vertical
teams that coordinate gifted/talented
services in the district.










Accountability Exemplary

2.221Q JUDGHV A TXDIUDWLYH DQG TXDQWIDWLYH
data are collected through three (3) or more
measures and used to determine whether a
student needs gifted/talented services.

2.23If services are available in leadership, artistic,
or creativity areas, a minimum of three (3)
criteria are aligned with the areas.

2.24




SERVICE DESIGN

A Fexible system of viable service options provides a research-based learning continuum that is developed
and consistently implemented throughout the district to meet the needs and reinforce the strengths and
interests of gifted/talented students.

Accountability

Exemplary

3.1 IGHQULLHG JLIWHG WDIHQWHG VWXGHQWV DUH DVVXUHG
an array of learning opportunities that are
commensurate with their abilities and that
emphasize content in the four (4) foundation
curricular areas. Services are available during
the school day as well as the entire school
year. Parents are informed of these options

7$& i

311

Specialists and advocates for gifted/
talented students are consulted in the
development of program policies and
options.

3.2 Information concerning special opportunities
(i.e. contests, academic recognition,
summer camps, community programs,
volunteer opportunities, etc.) is available and
disseminated to parents and community
members.

3.3 Services for gifted/talented students are
comprehensive, structured, sequenced, and
appropriately challenging, including options in
the four (4) foundation curricular areas.

33.1

Services for gifted/talented students
are comprehensive, structured,
sequenced, and appropriately
challenging, including options in the
four (4) foundation curricular areas,
as well as arts, leadership, creativity,
and career and technical education.

3.4 Gifted/talented students are ensured
opportunities to work together as a group,
work with other students, and work
independently during the school day as well
as the entire school year as a direct result
of gifted/talented service options (19 TAC
i

3.5 Flexible grouping patterns and independent
investigations are provided throughout the
program design/services.

3.6 Out-of-school options relevant to the students’
areas of strength are provided by school
GLVIULFIV ZKHQHYHU SRVVLE(H 7$& 1

3.6.1

Options that meet the needs of gifted/
talented students are available on a
continuous basis outside the regular
school day.

3.7 /RFD) ERDUG SRILFLHV DUH GHYHIRSHG WKDW DUH
consistent with State Board of Education rules
RQ FUHGLI E\ H[DPLQDILRQ TH& i DQG
early high school graduation opportunities
7(&i

3.8 $FFHIHUDWRQ DQG nH[LEMH SDFLQJ DUH HP SIR\HG
allowing students to learn at the pace and
level appropriate for their abilities and
skills, and are actively facilitated by district
administrators, counselors, and teachers.

3.9 /RFD( ERDUG SRILFLHV DUH GHYHIRSHG WKDW HQDEMH
students to participate in dual/concurrent
enrollment, distance learning opportunities,
and accelerated summer programs if
available.




Accountability

Exemplary

3.10 A person who has thirty (30) hours of
professional learning in gifted/talented
education and annual six (6) hour
professional learning updates as required
Q 7%&i LV DVVLIQHG WR FRRUGLQDWH
district level services for gifted/talented
VIIXGHQIV LQ JUDGHV _A

3.10.1.A person or persons with a gifted/
talented endorsement, supplementary
FHUILLFDWLRQ RU DGYDQFHG GHJUHH LQ
gifted/talented education is assigned
IR FRRUGLQDVH WKH GLVIULFWY A JLIWHG
talented education services.

3.11 Develop and implement services to address
the social and emotional needs of gifted/
talented students and their impact on
student learning.

3.12.1 Gifted/Talented Education Plans
IRU LGHQULLHG VWXGHQW GHIIDLI WKH
individual gifted/talented needs and
services.




CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION

Districts meet the needs of gifted/talented students by modifying the depth, complexity, and pacing of the
curriculum and instruction ordinarily provided by the school.

Accountability Exemplary
4.1 An array of appropriately challenging learning 4.1.1 Curriculum options in intellectual,
experiences in each of the four (4) foundation creative and/or artistic areas;
curricular areas is provided for gifted/talented IHDGHUVKLS DQG VSHFLLF DFDGHPLF
VIIXGHQIV LQ JUDGHV _A DQG SDUHQIV DUH LHIGV DUH SURYLGHG IRU JLIWHG WDIHQWHG
LQIRUPHG RI WIKH RSSRUIXQLILHV 7$& 1 students.

4.2 Opportunities are provided for students to
pursue areas of interest in selected disciplines
through guided and independent research.

4.3 A continuum of learning experiences is




PROFESSIONAL LEARNING

All personnel involved in the planning, creation, delivery and administration of services to gifted/talented
students possess the knowledge required to develop and provide diferentiated programs and services.

Accountability

Exemplary

5.1 A minimum of thirty (30) clock hours of
professional learning that includes nature
and needs of gifted/talented students,
LGHQULLFDWRQ DQG DVVHVVPHQI Rl JLIWHG
talented students, and curriculum and
instruction for gifted/talented students is
required for teachers who provide instruction
and services that are a part of the district's
GHLQHG JLIWHG WDOHQWHG VHUYLFHV 7HDFKHUV DUH
required to have completed the thirty (30)
hours of professional learning prior to their
assignment to the district's gifted/talented
VHUYLFHV 7$& 10

5.2 Teachers without required training who are
assigned to provide instruction and services
WKDW DUH SDUN RI WKH GLVWULFIV GHLQHG JLIWHG
talented services are required to complete the
thirty (30) hour training within one semester

79& 1

5.3 Teachers are encouraged to obtain additional 5.3.1 District support in the form of release
professional learning in their teaching time or tuition assistance is available
discipline and/or in gifted/talented education. for graduate studies in gifted/

talented education for teachers who
provide services to gifted/talented
students.

5.3.2 Teachers are encouraged to pursue
advanced degrees in their teaching
discipline and/or in gifted/talented
education.

5.3.3 Release time is provided for teachers
and administrators to visit campuses
or districts that have model services
for gifted/talented students.

5.4 A written plan for professional learning in
the area of gifted/talented education that is
EDVHG RQ LGHQWLLHG QHHGV LV LPSIHPHQWHG DQG
updated annually.

5.5 Opportunities for professional learning in the 5.5.1 OHQWRUV DQG RIKHW ZKR R HU

area of gifted/talented education are provided
on a regular basis, and information on them is
disseminated to professionals in the district.

specialized instruction for gifted/
talented students are provided
training or resources to increase
their understanding of the nature
and needs of these students and
the district goals for the students,
including the state goal for gifted/
talented students.

10




Accountability

Exemplary

5.6

Teachers who provide instruction and services
WKDW DUH D SDUW RI WKH GLVWULFIEY GHLQHG JLIWHG
talented services receive a minimum of six

(6) hours annually of professional learning

in gifted/talented education that is related

to state teacher gifted/talented education
VWIDQGDUGV TH& 1 DQG 7$& i

5.6.1 Teachers who provide instruction
and services that are a part of the
GLVWULFIY GHLQHG JLIWHG WDIHQWHG
services receive a minimum of six
(6) hours annually of professional
learning in gifted/talented education
based on evaluation of G/T services.

$0WID UHFHLYH DQ RULHQWDILRQ WR WKH
GLVWULFW&V JLIMHG WDOHQWHG LGHQULLFDILRQ
processes and gifted/talented
services provided by the district

or campus, along with training on
the nature and needs of the gifted/
talented.

57

Annually, each teacher new to the district
receives an orientation to the district’s gifted/
WDIHQWHG LGHQULLFDWLRQ SURFHVVHV DQG WKH
district's services for gifted/talented students.

5.8

Administrators who have authority for
program decisions are required to complete
a minimum of six (6) hours of professional
learning that includes nature and needs of
gifted/talented students and program options
for gifted/talented students with an update
DIWHU HDFK (HJLVODWLYH VHVVLRQ 7$& i

5.8.1 All administrators as well as teachers
who have authority for program
decisions receive a minimum of six
(6) hours of professional learning in
gifted/talented education with an
update after each legislative session

7$& 1

59

Counselors who work with gifted/talented
students are required to complete a minimum
of six (6) hours of professional learning that
includes nature and needs of gifted/talented
students, program options for gifted/talented
students, and social emotional learning with
an update after each legislative session (19
7$& i

5.9.1 Counselors who work with gifted/
talented students receive a
minimum of six (6) hours annually
of professional learning in gifted/
talented education.

5.10 /RFD( GLVWULFI ERDUGV R1 WUXVIIHHV DUH WUDLQHG

on the Texas State Plan for the Education of
Gifted/Talented Students to ensure program
DFFRXQUDELILIN 7$& 10

5.10.1 /RFD{ GLVWULFW ERDUGY RI WUXVWHHV DUH
encouraged to pursue professional
learning on the Texas State Plan for
the Education of Gifted/Talented
Students.

5.11 Evaluation of professional learning

implementation for gifted/talented education
is ongoing and related to state teacher
gifted/talented education standards, and the
results of the evaluation are used in making
GHFLVLRQV UHJIDUGLQJ IXWXUH VID  GHYHIRSPHQW
SIDQV 7$& i DQG 7$& i

5.11.1 Along-range plan for professional
learning that culminates in graduate
studies in gifted/talented education,
supplemental gifted/talented
FHUILLFDILRQ DGYDQFHG GHJUHHV LQ
gifted/talented education, and/or
their teaching discipline is pursued
by a majority of the teachers who
provide advanced-level and/or gifted/
talented services.

5.12 *LIWHG WDIHQWHG VHUYLFHV VID  DUH LQYRIYHG LQ

planning, reviewing, and/or conducting the
district's gifted/talented professional learning.

5.13 After each legislative session1 Tf00570321 Tm(

supplemental gifteu0570041088 #Ang5ion )TJETEM

11

C Texto3jE1
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Accountability

Exemplary

6.12.1 Presentations are given to community
groups and organizations to solicit
their involvement in services for
gifted/talented students.

6.13.1 A data bank of resources is compiled
for use by gifted/talented students,
their teachers, and their parents.

6.14.1 Support for mentorship and
independent study programs in the
district is solicited by the parent/
community advisory committee.

13







TEXAS EDUCATION CODE

CHAPTER 39. PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM ACCOUNTABILITY
Subchapter H. Additional Awards

§39.236. Gifted and Talented Standards.

The commissioner shall adopt standards to evaluate school district programs for gifted and talented students
to determine whether a district operates a program for gifted and talented students in accordance with:

(1) the Texas Performance Standards Project; or

(2) another program approved by the commissioner that meets the requirements of the state plan for the
HGXFDWLRQ RI JLIWHG DQG WDIHQWHG VWXGHQWY XQGHU 7 (& 1

Source: Amended by: Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 895 (H.B. 3), Sec. 59, eF. June 19, 2009.

15



TEXAS EDUCATION CODE

CHAPTER 48. FOUNDATION SCHOOL PROGRAM
Subchapter C. Student-Based Allotments

§48.109. Gifted And Talented Student Allotment.
(@ )RUHDFK LGHQWLHG VIIXGHQW D VFKRR0 GLVWULFI VHUYHV LQ D SURJUDP IRU JLIWHG DQG WDIHQWHG VIIXGHQWV WKDW

KH GLVWULFW FHUILLHV WR WKH FRPPLWLRQHU DV FRPSI\LQJ ZUWK 6XEFKDSWHU = &KDSWHU D GLVWULFW LV
entitled to an annual allotment equal to the basic allotment multiplied by 0.07 for each school year or

16



TEXAS ADMINISTRATIVE CODE
Title 19, Part 1l
Chapter 89. Adaptations for Special Populations
Subchapter A. Gifted/Talented Education

§89.1. Student Identifcation.

6FKRR0 GLVWULFIV VKDI GHYHIRS ZULWHQ SRILFLHY RQ VWIXGHQW LGHQILLFDWLRQ WKDI DUH DSSURYHG EN\ WKH 0RFD) ERDUG RI
trustees and disseminated to parents. The policies must:

(1) include provisions for ongoing screening and selection of students who perform or show potential for
SHUIRUPLQJ DW UHPDUNDEN KLIK (HYHIV RI DFFRP SILVKPHQW LQ WKH DUHDV GHLQHG LQ WKH 7H[DV (GXFDILRQ &RGH
i

LQFIXGH DVVHVVPHQI PHDVXUHV FROHFWHG IURP P X0ILSIH VRXUFHY DFFRUGLQJ WR HDFK DUHD GHLQHG LQ 7KH 7H[DV
State Plan for the Education of Gifted/Talented Students;

(3) include data and procedures designed to ensure that students from all populations in the district have
DFFHWV IR DVVHVWPHQW DQG LI LGHQWLLHG VHUYLFHV IRU WKH JLIWHG WDIHQWHG SURJUDP

SURYLGH IRU LQD0 VHIHFWILRQ RI VWXGHQWV WR EH PDGH E\ D FRP PLINHH RI DW (HDVW WKUHH 0RFD0 GLVWULFW HGXFDWRUV
who have received training in the nature and needs of gifted students;

(5) include provisions regarding furloughs, reassessment, exiting of students from program services, transfer
students, and appeals of district decisions regarding program placement; and

(6) not limit the number of students the district may identify as gifted/talented or served under the district's
program for gifted/talented students.

Source: The provisions of this §89.1 adopted to be efective September 1, 1996, 21 TexReg 5690; amended to be efective
September 1, 2024, 49 TexReg 6454.

889.2. Professional Learning.

School districts shall ensure that:

(1) prior to assignment in the program or within one semester of assignment, teachers who provide instruction
and services that are a part of the program for gifted/talented students have a minimum of 30 hours of
professional learning that includes nature and needs of gifted/talented students, assessing student needs,
and curriculum and instruction for gifted/talented students;

(2) teachers who provide instruction and services that are a part of the program for gifted/talented students
receive a minimum of six hours annually of professional learning in gifted/talented education; and

(3) administrators and counselors who have authority for program decisions have a minimum of six hours of
professional learning that includes nature and needs of gifted/talented students and program options with
an update after legislative sessions.

Source: The provisions of this 889.2 adopted to be eFfective September 1, 1996, 21 TexReg 5690; amended to be eFective February
13, 2000, 25 TexReg 776; amended to be eFective September 1, 2024, 49 TexReg 6454.

§89.3. Student Services.

School districts shall provide an array of learning opportunities for gifted/talented students in kindergarten
through grade 12 and shall inform parents of the opportunities. Options must include:

LQVIUXFILRQDI DQG RUJDQL]DWLRQDI SDWHUQV WKDW HQDE(H LGHQULLHG VWXGHQIV WR ZRUN WRJHIIKHU DV D JURXS IR

17



889.4. Fiscal Responsibility.

School districts shall adopt a policy regarding the use of funds to support the district's program for gifted

18



Glossary

Term

Defnition

Acceleration

Acceleration is an academic intervention that matches the level, complexity,
and pace of the curriculum with the readiness and motivation of the student.
It involves mastering knowledge and skills at a rate faster or at an age earlier
than the norm.

From A Nation Deceived—Colangelo, N., Assouline, S., & Gross, M. U. M.
bA nation deceived: How schools hold back America’s brightest students (Vol.
IRZD &N\ 8QLYHUVUN RI ZRZD &RQQLH %HILQ  -DFTXHILQH 1 %0DQN
International Center for Gifted Education and Talent Development

Area of Giftedness

7KH VSHFLLF VHIW RI DELIULHY LQ ZKLFK D VIXGHQW SHUIRUPY RU VKRZV SRWHQILDO WR
perform at a remarkably high level of accomplishment

Areas of Student Strengths

6SHFLLF (HYHOV Rl DFKLHYHPHQI LQ WKH IRXQGDILRQ FXUULFXIDU DUHDV R LQFOXGH
VIQJH VXEIHFW DFFHHUDILRQ LQ JUDGHV .

Array of Learning Experiences

$ PHQX RI FKDIHQJLQJ DFILYULHV RU RSSRUIXQLILHY WKDW LW WKH XQLTXH LQWHUHVIV
and abilities of advanced-level students

Artistically Gifted

Possessing outstanding ability in the visual and/or performing arts

Cluster Group

7R HQVXUH VXFFHVVIX0 GHILYHU\ RI GL  HUHQULDWHG LQWUXFILRQ PRGLLFDILRQ RI
curricula (State Plan 4.9), access to the opportunities required in State Plan

3.1 and 3.4, and gifted programming consistent with the State Plan, the
Commissioner’s Advisory Council on the Education of Gifted Students provided
LQSXW RQ IXLGHILQHV IRU GHLQLQJ D JURXS ZKHQ * 7 VIIXGHQWV DUH SURYLGHG
services in the regular classroom.

e $ JURXS LV GHLQHG DV D PLQLPXP RI IRXU

< To be consistent with the State Plan, a group is composed of gifted
students assigned to a classroom where a minimum of 33% or more of the
classroom roster is made up of their G/T peers.

e Alternatively, if fewer students than 33% of a classroom roster are G/T
LGHQILLHG LQ WKH FDPSXV JUDGH (HYH0 WR EH FRQVLVIHQW ZLIK WKH 6IDWH 30DQ

e 7KH * 7 LGHQILLHG VIIXGHQWV LQ D FDPSXV JUDGH (HYH) DUH SIDFHG LQ RQH
group during core subject instruction.

e $Q /($ PD\ PDNH DWHUQDILYH JURXSLQJ DVVLIQPHQIV ZLIK SDUHQW
permission or when necessary to meet a G/T student's documented
instructional needs. G/T services must be delivered in the alternativeg (e

19
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COMPLIANCE STATEMENT

TITLE VI, CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964; THE MODIFIED COURT ORDER, CIVIL ACTION 5281, FEDERAL DISTRICT
COURT, EASTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS, TYLER DIVISION

SHYIHZV RI 0RFD0 HGXFDWLRQ DJHQFLHV SHUIDLQLQJ IR FRP SILDQFH ZLK WKH 7UI0H 92 &LYLI SLIKIV $FI RI DQG ZLUWK VSHFLLF

22
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