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WRITING  PILOT  BACKGROUND  

As required	 by HB	 1164, for	 2016-2017	 and 2017-2018	 school years TEA and Educational Testing Service 
(ETS)	 will conduct	 a pilot program study to examine alternative methods	 of assessing writing. TEA is 
conducting the writing pilot study	 to determine methods of local assessment of writing for use in state 
accountability. Currently, the	 State	 of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR®) program 
assesses student writing skills in grades 4	 and 7, and on the	 English I and II end-of-course (EOC) tests. 

The pilot study will include the collection and scoring of a range of student writing samples throughout 
the school year. Students will compose the following writing samples: 

•  An	 initial timed	 writing sample based	 on	 a specific writing prompt chosen	 by the student from a 

selection of writing prompts	 generated through a collaborative design process, inclusive of	 
teachers, Education Service Centers (ESCs), and institutes of	 higher	 education. 
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Grade	 	level 	 Time	 	Limit 	
Kindergarten	 1st	 grade		 25	 	minutes 	
2nd	 grade	 4th	 grade		 35	 	minutes 	
5th	 grade	 8th	 grade		 45	 	minutes 	
9th	
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SCORING  

9$8"6' :5$,$&#' ;48</"- 

The timed writing sample scores	 will be based	 on: 

•  A writing continuum/rubric designed 	to 	reflect 	developmental	stages 	of 	writing 	(e.g., 	emergent, 
early, developing, competent, sophisticated) generated through a	 collaborative	 design process, 
inclusive 	of 	teachers, ESCs, IHEs, and TEA; and 

•  A	 rubric that	 outlines writing traits (i.e. ideas, organization, word choice, conventions, etc.)	 
necessary for effective written	 communication	 in	 any mode, generated	 through	 a collaborative 

design	 process, inclusive of teachers, ESCs IHEs, and	 TEA. 

All timed	 writing assessments will receive two locally produced	 scores that represent the teacher of 
record, another	 trained writing teacher, or	 an automated scoring engine. A	 stude the teimdo4iedG:7
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September October 
December 

January 
March April May June July August 

• Initial 
Training 

• Timed 
Sample I 

• Ongoing 
training 

• Process 
Sample I 

• Ongoing 
training 

• Process 
Sample II 

• Process 
Sample III 

• Timed 
Sample II 

• Data Analysis 
• Revisions as 

needed 
• Training for 

year 2 

• Implement 
year 2 

	 	

	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

YEAR  ONE	  TIMELINE  

SUMMARY  

A	 quality writing assessment is inclusive of multiple factors of development that evidence growth	 in	 
writing. Through a portfolio approach, teachers are able to assess a writer’s initiative, fluency, capacity 
to critique writing, habits and skills with revision, 	and 	the 	ability 	to 	learn 	from 	constructive 	feedback.	 
Comparison	 of beginning and	 end	 of year timed	 writing samples will allow quantitative measurement of 
student growth, and the development	 and evaluation of student portfolios over the course of the school 
years will ensure	 that there	 is a	 meaningful relationship between instruction and assessment. 



	
	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	
	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	

	 	
	

	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		

 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		

 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		

 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	

																																																													
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

APPENDIX  – JUNE  10,  2016  REQUEST	  FOR  APPLICATIONS  

Pursuant	 to House Bill (HB) 11641, 2015 Texas Legislature, this is to notify education service centers 
(ESCs) and Texas school districts that	 the Texas Education Agency (TEA) is now accepting applications 
by 	ESCs for the writing pilot	 study program described below. For consideration, an application must	 
be received no later than July 11, 2016.		 

Applications can be sent	 to the following address: 

Texas Education Agency 
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http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/tlodocs/84R/billtext/html/HB01164F.htm
www.tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/writing_pilot_study.pdf.	
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In addition to classroom teacher  
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An ESC must	 include evidence in its application that	 the partnering districts understand and can meet	 
the above requirements. Additionally, since the writing pilot	 program must	 reflect	 the state’s diverse 

demographics and geography, the application must	 illustrate the demographic composition of the 

proposed participating schools and whether each school is rural, medium-sized suburban, or large 
urban. 

The ESC application should identify the teachers who will be involved in either the implementation or 
scoring of the writing pilot	 program by grade and course. The application must	 also include a	 letter of 
commitment	 from the superintendent	 of each participating school district. 

=45,&"5$&# @*A 

In its application, an ESC is expected to provide evidence that	 it	 has obtained a	 commitment	 from a	 
Texas institution of higher education to provide writing instructional/assessment	 expertise for the 
writing pilot	 program. Participating institutions of higher education will be responsible for providing 
assistance in scoring and evaluating student	 writing samples. An ESC’s application will demonstrate 
that: 
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