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Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate Programs

Introduction

The Advanced Placesnt (AP) Program and the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma
Programme are advanced academic programs that make rigorous.-eslid@eademic content
available to secondary school studeAls Texascolleges and umersitiesmust adopt and implement a
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the fivepoint scale. Additionally ite developmentommittees administer portion$ the examinations
to college students in corresponding college couesetthe resilts are compared wittinal course
gradesFor example, an APsychologyexamination would be administered to college students in an
introductorylevel college psychology course. The studaats scores on the examinaticarethen
compared with their grades in the courBee results of the college comparability studies sexluo
calibrate the cut scores established by the development committees.

IB Diploma Programme. Althoughit is very uncommonstudentsnaytake IB examinationwithout
having completed the corresponding IB courgestudent is not required to compléhe course before
takingtheexamination, nor is a student required to tileexamination after having completéee



program, a student musave @) takenan AP course at a Texas public school or been recommended by
his orher principal or teacher to take the examina#ind(b) demonstrated financial neednsistent with
the definition adopd bythe College BoardCollege Board2022e; TEC §28.0532022 Title 19 of the
Texas Administrative Codd’AC] §74.29, 2@3, amended to be effective August 24, 201®9rddition

to state funding, federal funds have been avail#ue201617 and earér school yearghroughfunds
provided by théJnited StatesDepartment of EducatiofiED), TEA paid$16for each examination taken
by a student who qualified fone TEAfee reductio{TEA, 2017) This subsidy was discontinued in
201718 with the passage of the federal Every Student Succeeds Act (HEEM)ecommendthat
districts allocatefundsprovided byED, as was intended ySSA to provide$65 fee reductionfor AP
Seminar and AResearch eaminationsand to continue the $16 fee reductdor other AP examinations
for low-income studentéTEA, n.d). With the fee reductions gpticipatingdistrictsoffered AP
examinations at no cosi low-income students in 20-22.

IB Diploma Programme. The fee for each IB examination w&l9 in 2021-22 (IB, 202b). TEA
assumed 40 of the cost of every IB examination taken by an eligible Texas high school s(lié#n
2021b). To be eligible for this TEA program, a student must h@yékenan 1B course at a Texas
public school or been recommended by his or her principal or teacher to take the examirthtion
(b) demonstrated financial neednsistent with the definition adopted tne College Boar¢College
Board,2022¢e; TEC §28.0532022 19 TAC §74.29, 228, amended to be effective August 24, 2010
In addition to state funding, federal funds have been availabt€201617 and earlier school yearsgith
funds provided b¥D, TEA paid$65 for each examination taken &pgtudent who qualified for the TEA
fee reductioTEA, 2017).This subsidy was discontinued in 2018 with the passage of ESSA. TEA
recommendthat districts allocate fungsovided byED, as was intended by ESSA, to continue the
$65 fee reductiasfor low-income students (TEA.d). With the fee reductions gpticipating districts
reducedhe cosfor low-income studentism 2021-22 to $14 for eachlB examination



classes taugfat a school(c) $50 deposited in the teacher bonus pool for each stuelegiving a score

of at least 3 on an AP examinationdoon an IB examinatioat a school; (da testing fee reimbursement,
not to exceed $65, faachstudentreceiving a score of at least 3 on an AP examination or 4 on an IB
examination (e) aonetime $3,000 equipment grafur participating schoolfr providing an AP or IB
course, based on need as determined by the commissioner of edurati@ $100 for participating



ratings cycledistricts and campuses received overall accountability ratingsdfased on results across
a number of indicators in the three domaiftse accountabilitysystem underwent a refresh, and a revised
rating systen was implemented using updated cut scdfesformance oAP andIB wasacomponent of
the college, career, and military readin@S€MR) indicators, whictwereincluded inall threedomains

College, Career, and Military Readiness Indicators

The CCMRiIindicators in the Texas public school accountability system use performance data from






additional information about AP/IB calculations for PRDDs, Adeanced Placement and International
Baccalaureate Glossary of Tern2zf21-22 (TEA, 2023).

End-of-Course Substitute Assessments for Graduation

Beginning in the 20112 school yearni accordaoe withTEC 839.025 (2010), the commissioner of
educatiorapprovec list of assessmeniacluding several AP and IB examinatiotisat a student may
substitute foiState of Texas Assessments of Academic Readinegg\fS)lendof-course(EOC)
assessments to meet graduation requiremgat$AC §101.4002, 2283, amended to be effective
August 9, 202 An approved assessmemiay be usedo substituteonly one specific EOC assessment
graduation requirement



Management System (PEIMS). College Board datgrade levelrace/ethnicityand gender foAP
examineesnd IB data omgender for IB examineeme used when thequivalent PEIMS datare not
available Beginning in the 20189 school year, AP and IB examinees were able to select a third,
nonbinary gender option. In theZI322 school year, there weg AP/IB examinees who selected
the nonbinarygender option and did notatch tostudent records iIREIMS

Sums of examineesr examinationdy student characteristand by program participatianay
differ from one another dromthe total of all examineew examinationsWhereas counts of all
examinees reflect all examinees reported by the testing companies, counts of examinees by race/ethnicity
and by gender reflect examinees who could be found in PEIMS plus examinees ldhaotde found
in PEIMS but for whom the specified demographic data were available framstivey companies
Examinees reported by the testing companies may not be found in PEIMS because of data reporting
errors.Becausealata orother student characisticsand program participaticare not available from
the testing companies, counts of examineethege dataeflect only those examinees who could be
found in PEIMS Additionally, countsof AP and IBcourse completrsor courses completaday differ
from counts ofAP and IBexaminee®r examinationsrespectivelybecausda) not all course completers
take examinationgb) not allexamineegsompleteand receive credit faadvanced courseand €) it may
not have beepossible to matchome College Boardr IB records to student records in PEIMS.

Reporting of Scores

The Mllege Board AP Program offensore than 3@ubject examinations BIss six academic areas.
ThelB Diploma Programme offgsisubject examinations acrosig subject groupsStudents may take
AP and IB subject examinations only once per school Badents who have valid AP scores in the



It may be informative to compare a gr&aiperformance results over time, but the reliability of
such comparisons deperms the sizes of all groups. When a group is small, compared to other groups,
reliability is reduced, and caution should be used when interpreting change over time. In general,
changes in the performance of a large group, such as YARigxaminees in Tas, are less likely to
have occurred by chance than changes in the performance of a small group, such as American Indian or
Pacific Islande AP examinees in Texas. The reliability of betwagnup comparisons also depends on
the sizes of the groups. Wherogps differ substantially in size, comparisons of performance results
between them can be misleading and, generally, are not appropoiaexample, the American Indian
and Pacific Islander examinee populations are small in number, compared to atiletac examinee
populationsTherefore, performance results for these grainmild not be compared from year to year or
to other racial/ethnic groups
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Abstract. This report preseniaformationaboutthe Advanced Placement (ARNd International
Baccalaureate (IB)rograns, including information about coursexaminations, and examination fees
The report also discusses the Texas AP Incentive Program, f@i@srelated to uses &P andIB
examination resulfsand data sources and methodological considerations related to repwatinigation
participation ad performanceesultsin the following reportpublished by the Texas Education Agency
Division of Research and Analysikdvanced Placement and International Baccalaureate Examination
Results in Texas Public Schools2222 (Texas Education Agency [TEA20239) andAdvanced
Placement Examination Results in Texas and the United Stafds22(TEA, 2023c).
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