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Abstract. This report examines Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (1B)
participation and performance in Texas during the 2002-03 school year. The number of AP and IB
examinees in Texas public schools was higher than in previous years, as was the number of public
schools participating in the AP program. The percentage of AP examinees in the public schools
scoring in the 3-5 range and the percentage of examinations with scores of 3-5 were higher in
2001-02 than 2002-03. At the same time, the percentages of IB examinees and examinations with
scores of 4-7 increased. Higher percentages of Asian/Pacific Islander and White students received AP
scores of 3-5 and IB scores of 4-7 than African American and Hispanic students. AP participation in
Texas public and non-public schools combined has increased more rapidly than participation
nationally between 1986-87 and 2002-03. In 2002-03, the percentages of AP examinations with
scores of 3-5 in public and non-public schools decreased in both Texas and the United States.
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Highlights

Texas Public Schools

Statewide Results

e Inthe 2002-03 school year, a total of 71,306 Texas public school students took 142,749
Advanced Placement (AP) examinations. From 1994-95 to 2002-03, the percentage of
11th and 12th graders taking AP examinations rose from 6.8 percent to 16.0 percent.

e The percentage of AP examinees scoring in the 3-5 range decreased from 56.5 percent in
2001-02 to 55.6 percent in 2002-03. The percentage of examinations with scores in the
3-5 range also decreased, from 52.4 percent in 2001-02 to 50.8 percent in 2002-03.

e In 2002-03, nearly 88 percent of International Baccalaureate (1B) examinees scored in the
4-7 range. The percentage of AP and IB examinees combined who met the score criteria for
either AP or IB (56.0%) was only four-tenths of a percentage point higher than for AP alone.

 Among AP examinees tested in 2002-03, over 91 percent completed advanced academic
courses during the year.

e In 2002-03, a total of 677 (62.3%) of the 1,087 Texas public school districts and charter
schools with Grade 11-12 enrollment had students who took at least one AP examination.
Seventeen of these 677 districts also had students who took one or more IB examinations.

e 1n 1992-93, there were only 158 Texas public schools with students completing AP courses.
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Advanced Academic Programs: Advanced
Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB)

History of AP and IB Programs

As early as the 1950s, high schools, colleges, and universities had begun designing courses and
examinations to allow high school students to receive college credit and/or advanced college
placement. In 1951, the Ford Foundation sponsored a project in three private high schools and three
universities to design examinations that would give students advanced college placement (College
Board, 20014, as cited in Nugent, 2002). The Foundation's Fund for the Advancement of Education
subsequently provided financial support to 12 colleges and 12 secondary schools to expand the
project. A committee from these institutions comprised the School and College Study of Admissions
with Advanced Standing. The College Board took ownership of the program in 1955 and created
what is now the Advanced Placement Program.

The International Baccalaureate Programme, founded in 1968, began as the International Schools
Examination Syndicate, a group of schools interested in establishing a common curriculum and
university entry credential. The schools also hoped that “critical thinking and exposure to a variety of
points of view would encourage intercultural understanding by young people" (IBO, 2002, p. 2). The
Diploma Programme for students in the final two
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To receive an IB diploma, diploma candidates must accumulate at least 24 of 45 total
examination points in the required subject areas, plus complete the TOK course, extended essay, and
CAS activities at satisfactory levels. The maximum score of 45 points includes scores of 7 on each of
the six subject examinations and 3 bonus points for an exceptional essay and exceptional performance
in TOK. Students who do not satisfy all requirements or elect to take fewer than six subject
examinations are awarded certificates for examinations completed with acceptable scores (I1BO,
2002).

IB Examination and School Fees
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students who took the prerequisite courses (Dodd et al., 2002; Casserly, 1986; Morgan & Crone,
1993; Morgan & Ramist, 1998).

AP and IB programs also benefit teachers, high schools, and the colleges and universities
attended by program participants (College Board, 1996). Secondary school teachers who develop and
implement AP and IB programs benefit from opportunities for professional development and the
chance to teach challenging subjects to high-performing, motivated students. High schools benefit by
expanding the academic choices for students who wish to take more rigorous courses and by
enhancing the quality and reputation of their college preparatory programs. Colleges and universities
have an additional means of identifying and recruiting students who have successfully met the
demands of challenging, college-level courses.

Access to, and Participation in, AP and IB Programs

The College Board recommends that high schools not select their AP students based on test or
course grades alone (Camara & Millsap, 1998). Mathews (2001) argued that all students should have
ready access to AP courses, given the contributions of advanced academic courses to student success
in college. For example, U.S. Education Department senior researcher Clifford Adelman (1999)
studied a cohort of 8,700 students and found that the students most likely to finish college were not
those who had the highest high school grades or test scores, but those who had taken the most
difficult courses in high schools.

Both policymakers and researchers have called for greater student access to AP and IB courses,
especially for minority students. Several studies have pointed to persistently low representation and
performance on AP and IB examinations of African American and Hispanic students compared to
other racial and ethnic minorities. A report released by the National Research Council (2002)
recommended that advanced courses be made more readily available to minority students and to
youths in rural and poor urban areas. In addition, the College Board recently prepared a best practices
guide for achieving equity in the AP program, specifically encouraging minority student participation
in the AP program (College Board, AP Central, 2004f).

Uses of AP and IB Examination Results

Indicators of State and National Progress

In recent years, AP examination results have been used as one of many indicators of educational
progress and comparative performance. Because AP examinations measure higher-level learning in a
broad array of subject areas, the results provide valuable information to high schools on the
preparation of students for academic challenges beyond the secondary school level. States may use
national participation and performance as benchmarks to compare their performance in preparing
high school students for college-level courses. Comparisons of AP performance among states are
most appropriate when AP examination participation rates, demographic characteristics of examinees,
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and AP policies are similar. The College Board prepares summary reports of national and state AP
examination results (College Board & ETS, 1987, 1988, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994b, 1995,
1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003).

Indicators in the Texas Accountability System

Texas has in place an integrated state accountability system and an Academic Excellence
Indicator System (AEIS) that support state goals for public education. These systems recognize,
reward, sanction, and intervene with school districts and campuses to ensure excellence in education
for all students. Information used to rate and acknowledge districts and schools is compiled in AEIS
reports. Grade 11-12 examinee participation and performance on AP and IB examinations is included
as an indicator in the AEIS. More detailed information on this indicator is presented in the next
section of this report.
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Texas Policy Related to Advanced
Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB)

Access to Courses and Examinations

Overview

Texas has made a concerted effort to facilitate student access to AP/IB courses and testing. The
State Board of Education (SBOE), for example, encourages high schools to participate in the
programs by allowing AP and IB courses to satisfy high school graduation requirements (Texas
Administrative Code [TAC], Title 19, §§74.11-74.13, 2003). As a result, more high schools are
offering AP and IB courses, more students are enrolling in courses, and more students are
participating in examinations.

Both the state and federal governments have provided direct incentives to schools, teachers, and
students who need financial assistance. Incentives for schools and teachers include program funds and
professional development support for the teaching of advanced academic subjects. Incentives for
students include financial assistance with examination fees.

Texas Advanced Placement Incentive Program

Purpose. The Texas Advanced Placement Incentive Program (AP Incentive Program) was
created in 1993 by the 73rd Texas Legislature to recognize and reward students, teachers, and schools
that demonstrate success in achieving the educational goals of the state (Texas Education Code [TEC]
8835.001-35.008, 1994; 19 TAC 8§74.29, 1996). IB was added to the program by the 74th Texas
Legislature in 1995 (TEC §828.051-28.058, 1996). In 2001, SBOE rules implementing the AP
Incentive Program were amended to include 1B (19 TAC §74.29, 2002).

Awards and subsidies.

Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate Examination Results in Texas, 2002-03 9



The AP Incentive Program also includes subsidies for college AP and IB examinations (TEC
828.054, 2004). The SBOE is responsible for adopting guidelines for determining financial need that
are consistent with the definitions of financial need adopted by the College Board and the IBO (TEC
828.054, 2004). Approval of reimbursements has continued through the 2004-2005 fiscal biennium.
In 1995, the SBOE approved up to $25 from the Texas Education Agency (TEA) to be allocated for
each student who meets the criteria for financial need. This amount increased to $30 for the 2003-04
school year (TEA, 2004a; College Board, AP Central, 2004a). A student who qualifies under the
College Board criteria for financial need is eligible for a $22 fee reduction by the College Board,;
TEA will pay an additional $17 for each examination taken by a student who qualifies for the College
Board fee reduction (TEA, 2004b).

With subsidies provided by the AP Incentive Program, AP examinees in 2003-04 who met
financial need criteria and took AP courses corresponding with the tests paid no more than $5 per AP
examination. Support from the program also ensured that all other AP examinees taking AP courses
in corresponding subject areas paid no more than $52 per examination (TEA, 2004a; College Board,
AP Central, 2004a). Students in financial need who took IB courses corresponding with the tests paid
no more than $5 per examination in 2003-04; all other 1B examinees paid no more than $24 per
examination.

History of state funding. Implementation of the AP Incentive Program occurred in the
1994-1995 fiscal biennium under the authority of TEC §35.001 (1994). During the first year of
implementation, no funding was appropriated specifically for the program. Funds for two
components—teacher training and examination f
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$14.5 million was allocated for FY 2002 and $17.5 million was allocated for FY 2003. Additional
support for the AP/IB Program came from funds appropriated for textbook expenditures (General
Appropriations Act, Article I11, Rider 29 and Strategy B.1.1, 77th Legislature; Texas Association for
the Gifted and Talented, 2002). According to Rider 29, funding priority for teacher training was to be
given to teachers at public school campuses not offering AP/IB courses. The rider also provided for
making AP/IB courses available at as many public schools as possible, "without regard to the
rural/urban status of the campus and the socioeconomic status of its students” (p. 111-13).

For the 2004-2005 fiscal biennium, funding decreased somewhat to $27 million; $13.5 million
per year was allocated from the Foundation School Program for both pre-AP/IB activities and for the
AP Incentive Program. Unlike in previous years, no additional funding was reappropriated from the
Gifted and Talented fund. Any allocated funding for FY 2004 not used by August 31, 2004, will be
appropriated for FY 2005 (General Appropriations Act, Article |11, Rider 26 and Strategy A.2.1,
78th Legislature). Based on Rider 26, TEA will give funding priority to examination fee subsidies for
students and to training for teachers at public school campuses not offering AP/IB courses. Rider 26
also restates the goal of providing access to AP/IB courses at as many public schools as possible (p.
11-11).

History of federal funding. Although the federal AP fee assistance program was first
authorized in the 1992 Higher Education Act, Congress did not fund the program until federal
FY 1998. This program was first implemented in 34 states, including Texas, to provide fee assistance
for low-income students, defined as students whose family incomes were at or below 150 percent of
the Census Bureau poverty guidelines. The secretary of education expanded the program to include
students with financial need taking IB examinations, as well. For federal FY 1999, Congress
appropriated $4 million for the AP and IB fee assistance program. Of the $4 million, Texas received
$300,000 for May 2000 examinations. For May 2001 examinations, Texas' share of federal monies
increased to $379,000. For the 2002-03 school year, 45 states, four territories, and the District of
Columbia received funds totaling $22 million through the U.S. Department of Education's Advanced
Placement Incentive Program. These grants were designed to provide assistance to students from low-
income families, encourage their enrollment and participation in AP, and increase the availability of
AP courses in schools serving low-income areas (College Board, AP Central, 2004c).

In addition to receiving federal support for AP and IB examinees with financial need, Texas
competed successfully for special federal funds to develop initiatives to increase participation of
minority and other historically disadvantaged students in AP and IB programs. The Texas Center for
AP/IB Initiatives opened in July 2001 and is funded by a three-year, $3.5 million grant from the U.S.
Department of Education (Texas Center for AP/IB Initiatives, 2004). The goal of the center is to
increase the participation of underrepresented and underserved populations in AP and IB programs in
Texas. Texas also received almost $200,000 to establish a Spanish-language Middle School AP
Project in 1999-00 and support its continued development through 2002-03. Other current center
projects include AP/IB focus groups, which bring together administrators and teachers throughout the
state to discuss issues regarding the future of AP and IB programs; the AP Baldrige in Education
Project, which helps to incorporate the Baldrige management assessment tools in AP classrooms; the
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PSAT/NMSQT Pilot Program, which encourages testing all 10th graders on the PSAT/NMSQT to
help identify students for participation in Pre-AP and AP courses; and the AP Thinking Maps Project,
which provides visual tools called Thinking Maps to help students achieve higher AP examination
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Reporting Information and Data Sources

Public and Non-Public Schools

Examination results for Texas 11th and 12th graders are presented in two sections of this report.
One section presents results for Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (1B)
examinations for Texas public school students only. The other section presents AP examination
results for public and non-public high school student

Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate Examination Results in Texas, 2002-03
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1994b, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003). Comparable reports were not
available for IB performance (cf. IBO, 1995).

Student grade, ethnicity, and gender, as well as other relevant district, campus, and student
information, were available in the TEA Public Education Information Management System (PEIMS).
The College Board also collects student grade level, ethnicity, and gender information for AP
examinees; these data were used when they were not available in PEIMS. The IBO does not collect
this information.

14 Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate Examination Results in Texas, 2002-03



Results for Texas Public Schools

Statewide Results and Trends: All Students

Advanced Placement (AP) Participation and Performance

Between school years 1994-95 and 2002-03, the percentage of 11th and 12th graders taking AP

Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate Examination Results in Texas, 2002-03
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Figure 3
State Funding for Advanced Placement (AP)/International Baccalaureate (I1B) Programs and
Participation in AP/IB Programs, Grades 11-12, Texas Public Schools, 1996-97 Through 2002-03

Source. General Appropriations Act, Article III, Rider 39, 74th Legislature; General Appropriations Act, Article Ill, Rider 34, 75th Legislature; General
Appropriations Act, Article I1l, Rider 30, 76th Legislature; General Appropriations Act, Article Il Rider 29, 77th Legislature; and Texas Education Agency.

examinee and examination performance with AP [( Gener-9 0 v8ormance )-5.8n gRy.7(in i(y6-ud5.8s Act)4.2pti)5.6(g
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Table 3

Advanced Placement (AP) Examination Participation and Performance, Grades 11-12, Texas

Public Schools, 2002-03

Examinees Examinees scoring Examinations with
Participation ~ 3-5 on examinations scores of 3-5
Group Students  Number Rate (%)  Number Percent ~ Examinations  Number Percent
African American 57,016 4,358 7.6 1,270 29.1 7,623 1,984 26.0
Asian/Pacific Islander 16,192 6,047 37.3 4,208 69.6 16,452 10,685 65.0
Hispanic 154,447 18,729 12.1 8,620 46.0 32,403 11,500 355
Native American 1,225 206 16.8 113 54.9 427 211 49.4
White 216,439 41,794 19.3 25,381 60.7 85,557 47,967 56.1
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(Table A-3 in Appendix A). As a result, the gap between the participation rates of the two genders
widened from 1.4 percentage points in 1994-95 to 3.9 percentage points in 2002-03.

Compared to 2001-02, the percentages of male and female AP examinees earning scores in the
3-5 range decreased slightly in 2002-03, from 58.7 percent to 57.7 percent for males and from
54.9 percent to 54.2 percent for females. Between 1994-95 and 2002-03, male examinees consistently
outperformed female examinees.

IB Participation and Performance

Participation rates on IB examinations, as on AP examinations, increased more rapidly for
females than males between 1994-95 and 2002-03 (Table A-4 in Appendix A). The participation gap
between the two genders remained essentially stable between 2001-02 and 2002-03.

Between 1994-95 and 2002-03, IB examination performance fluctuated for both male and female
examinees. The percentage of male examinees scoring in the 4-7 range increased from 78.5 percent in
1994-95 to 91.0 percent in 1997-98, gradually declined to 84.3 percent in 2001-02, then climbed to
85.9 percent in 2002-03. The percentage of female examinees earning high scores increased from
81.4 percent to 93.9 percent between 1994-95 and 1998-99, decreased over the next three years to
85.6 percent in 2001-02, then increased to 89.3 percent in 2002-03.

Examinee Population Profile

Between 1994-95 and 2002-03, males were consistently underrepresented among AP and 1B
examinees (Figure 5 on page 22 and Tables A-3 and A-4 in Appendix A). In 2002-03, for example,
the proportion of male AP examinees (42.2%) was 6 percentage points lower than the proportion of
male students in enrollment (48.2%). Between 1994-95 and 2002-03, the proportion of female AP
examinees was consistently higher than the proportion of female students in enrollment. In 2002-03,
the proportion of female AP examinees was 57.8 percent, and the proportion of females in enrollment
was 51.8 percent. Male underrepresentation and female overrepresentation were even greater for 1B
examinees.

Advanced Courses and Examination Participation and Performance

General Trends

Not all AP examinees take AP or other advanced academic courses, nor do all students who
participate in advanced courses ultimately take AP examinations. The 10-year period from 1992-93
through 2002-03 was marked by an increase in the number of Texas public school students
participating in courses considered academically advanced (Table A-7 in Appendix A). For example,
the number of students in Grades 9-12 completing at least one AP course increased over tenfold, from
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Figure 5

Enrollment and Examinees, Grades 11-12, by Gender, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 and
2002-03
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Source. College Board, International Baccalaureate Organisation, and Texas Education Agency (TEA).

Note. Grade level and gender were taken from the TEA Public Education Information Management System, as available, and from Advanced Placement
files, otherwise. Thus, the sums of percentages by gender may not total 100 percent.

22 Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate Examination Results in Texas, 2002-03



addition, the percentage of all advanced courses taken that were College Board AP courses increased
from 11.7 percent in 1992-93 to 53.5 percent in 2002-03.

Participating Schools

According to data collected through the Texas Education Agency (TEA) Public Education
Information Management System, the increase in the numbers of course takers and courses taken was
partly a result of an increase in the number of schools offering AP courses. The number of Texas
public schools with students completing AP courses rose from 158 schools in 1992-93 to 1,114
schools in 2002-03 (Table 5 and Figure 6 on page
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Figure 6
Texas Public Schools with Grades 9-12 Advanced Placement (AP) Courses and Examinations,
1992-93 Through 2002-03

Source. College Board and Texas Education Agency (TEA).

Note. Final semester completion of courses was used as the basis for numerical counts. Counts for the number of schools with AP examinations and the
number of schools with AP courses in 1994-95 vary slightly from preliminary counts reported for these data in TEA (1995).

courses both expanded rapidly, but participation in AP courses increased nearly twice as much as
participation in other advanced courses. In addition, the average number of AP courses completed by
examinees more than doubled, from 1.5 per examinee to 3.2 per examinee.

As the percentage of AP examinees taking advanced courses increased, so too did the percentage
of students with advanced courses taking AP examinations (Table A-9 in Appendix A). Participation
of students with AP courses in AP examinations expanded steadily in the decade to 2002-03 (41.6%
to 54.4%). Advanced courses other than AP courses appeared to have played an increasingly
important role in preparing students for AP examinations. The sustained growth in AP, 1B, and other
advanced courses and participation in AP examinations was accompanied by state funding increases
in the 2000-2001 and 2002-2003 fiscal bienniums.

Correspondence Within Subjects

Between 1992-93 and 2002-03, the relationship between AP course completion and AP
examination participation changed dramatically (Table A-10 in Appendix A). In 1992-93, just over a
quarter of students who took examinations (27.2%) had previously completed AP courses in the same
subjects. By 2002-03, the percentage was over three-quarters (77.4%). Similarly, in 1992-93, only
34.8 percent of students who completed AP courses participated in the corresponding AP
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examinations. By 2002-03 this had increased to nearly half of those who completed AP courses
(49.1%).

In some instances, the numbers of students tested were too small to draw conclusions, but
generally speaking, students who completed the corresponding AP courses outperformed those who
did not (Table A-12 in Appendix A). Nevertheless, there were exceptions. There were four
examination subjects in which the average performance of students who had not taken AP courses in
the same subjects exceeded the average performance of students who had by more than 0.05: World
History, Biology, Spanish Language, and French Language. Of examinees who did not take
corresponding AP courses, a large percentage (19.7%) took the Spanish Language test. The mean
score for the Spanish Language examinees who had not taken AP Spanish was 3.86, the highest
performance on any subject for students without AP courses. The average score for students who had
taken AP Spanish was 3.62, the highest performance on any subject for students with AP courses.
These strong results led Texas public school students to outperform students nationally on AP
Spanish Language examinations.
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Results for Texas and the United States

Advanced Placement (AP) Examination Trends

In school year 2002-03, a total of 90,880 students in 1,124 Texas public and non-public schools
took 164,804 AP examinations (Table 6). This put Texas second in the nation, behind California, in
the number of AP examinees and the number of AP examinations taken (Table A-13 in Appendix A).
Texas was 10th among the states in the percentage increase (13.3%) in number of examinees from the
previous year.

From 1986-87 to 2002-03, participation in AP examinations increased more rapidly in Texas than
in the nation as a whole (Table 6). The number of Texas AP examinees increased over tenfold, from

8,792 to 90,880, while the national number increased almost fourfold, from 259,222 to 998,329.

During this same time period, the number of examinations taken by Texas students increased from

12,506 to 164,804, and the number of examinations taken nationally increased from 364,804 to

1,705,207.
Table 6
Advanced Placement (AP) Examination Trends, Texas and the United States, 1986-87 Through
2002-03
Examinations Scores in

Schools Examinees Examinations with scores 3-5 3-5 range (%)
Year Texas u.s. Texas us. Texas u.sS. Texas us. Texas  U.S.
1986-87 285 7,776 8,792 259,222 12,506 364,804 8,897 246,458 711 676
1987-88 297 8,247 10,478 288,372 15,567 419,101 10,739 281,566 69.0 67.2
1988-99 346 8,768 11,832 309,751 17,813 455,996 12,102 297,813 679 653
1989-90 394 9,292 12,766 323,736 19,625 480,696 13,367 318,963 68.1 66.4
1990-91 413 9,781 14,101 351,144 21529 523,236 14,446 334911 67.1  64.0
1991-92 451 10,191 15,364 378,692 23,672 566,036 16,442 369,942 69.5 654
1992-93 502 10,594 18,139 413,939 28,437 623,933 19,334 401,256 68.0 643
1993-94 544 10,863 21,178 447,972 33,944 684,449 23,605 452,377 69.5 66.1
1994-95 649 11,274 27,770 493,263 45,733 767,881 28,006 476,327 612  62.0
1995-96 756 11,136 31,843 525,072 52,156 824,329 32,381 523,321 62.1 635
1996-97 834 11,424 37,563 566,720 62,318 899,463 37,526 579,865 60.2 645
1997-98 909 11,843 44,093 618,257 74,192 991,952 42,909 635,922 578  64.1
1998-99 971 12,229 51,228 685,981 88,485 1,122,414 49,721 712,903 56.2 635
1999-00 1,015 12,558 60,405 747,922 107,640 1,242,324 58,964 790,810 548  63.6
2000-01 1,063 12,960 69,569 820,880 125,785 1,380,146 64,157 845,933 51.0 613
2001-02 1,119 13,423 80,240 913,251 144,060 1,548,999 76,802 977,760 533 631
2002-03 1,124 13,624 90,880 998,329 164,804 1,705,207 85,545 1,048,510 519 615

Source. College Board & Educational Testing Service (1987, 1988, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994b, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001,
2002, 2003) and personal communication with P. Williamson, College Board Southwest Regional Office, November 10, 1997.

Note. Data are based on public and non-public examinees.
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The number of Texas public and non-public schools participating in AP examinations also rose
during this period, roughly quadrupling from 285 to 1,124, while nationally, the number of
participating schools nearly doubled, from 7,776 to 13,624. The percentage of Texas schools
participating in AP examinations in 2002-03 (68.2%) exceeded the national percentage (59.9%).
Massachusetts had the highest percentage of participating schools (89.3%), and North Dakota had the
lowest percentage of participating schools (9.7%) (Table A-13 in Appendix A).

Along with increases in numbers of examinees and examinations, Texas experienced a dramatic
increase in the number of AP scores in the 3-5 range over the 17-year period, from 8,897 in 1986-87
to 85,545 in 2002-03 (Table 6 on page 27). Compared to 2001-02 , the percentage of Texas AP
examinations with high scores decreased from 53.3 percent to 51.9 percent in 2002-03. Nationally,
61.5 percent of examinations in 2002-03 had scores in the 3-5 range.

It is likely that declines in the percentages of high AP examination scores are related to rising
participation rates. In recent years, greater numbers of schools have offered AP programs for the first
time. As a result, a growing proportion of AP examinees are students taking AP courses and
examinations for the first time. These students may be less prepared than students who have taken AP
courses and examinations previously. AP examinees who have had progressively rigorous academic
preparation may have some performance advantage over students who have not (College Board,
2000).

AP Examination Subjects

Although AP examinations are offered in 34 subjects, the top three subjects in 2002-03 were the
same for AP examinees in Texas and the United States: English Language and Composition, English
Literature and Composition, and U.S. History (Table A-14 in Appendix A). In 2002-03, for the first
time in Texas, the number of students taking AP Spanish Language examinations surpassed the
number taking Calculus AB examinations. Nationally, Calculus AB remained the fourth most popular
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AP Examinee Profile

Compared to the United States, Texas had more than twice the percentage of Hispanic AP
examinees in 2002-03 (28.0% versus 11.4%) and a similar percentage of African American
examinees (5.4% versus 5.1%) (Table 7). Higher proportions of historically lower-scoring, under-

prepared groups of examinees may contribute to the state's relatively lower percentage of high AP
examination scores (Table 6 on page 27). This resu
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