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The SAT and ACT examinations are designed to measure students' college readiness and academic 

achievement as they prepare for postsecondary college and career opportunities. Many U.S. colleges  

and universities take into consideration some combination of college admissions test scores and school 

achievement records 

http://www.tea.texas.gov/
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For the 2020-21 school year, ACT, Inc., added three weekend ACT administrations to its fall 2020 

schedule, increased school-day testing, and implemented pop-up testing sites across the nation (ACT, 

Inc., 2021e). ACT, Inc., also provided make-up testing, when possible, for last-minute cancellations and 

weather-
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Table 1 (continued) 
A Brief Comparison of the SAT and ACT Examinations, 2022-23 



6 College Admissions Testing General Information, Class of 2023 

method
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questions on the mathematics section. The writing scaled score was derived from: (a) a raw score 

calculated in the same manner as the critical reading and mathematics sections and (b) the essay score, 

which was the sum of two readers' scores. The essay made up approximately 30 percent of the total 

writing score. The total scale score ranged from 600 to 2400. 

Scores for the redesigned SAT and its predecessor are not equivalent because the examinations  

are different in content, structure, and scoring. Beginning with the class of 2020, examinees took only the 

redesigned version of the SAT. Scores for the small percentages of SAT examinees in the classes of 2018 

and 2019 who took the previous version of the test were converted to scores comparable to those for the 

redesigned version of the test using the College Board's concordance tables. This made it possible to 

determine the best scores across the two versions of the SAT and to summarize data for the class of 2018 

examinee population and for the class of 2019 examinee population for the report College Admissions 
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Inclusion of SAT/ACT Results for Accelerated Testers 

An accelerated tester is a student who meets the Approaches Grade Level standard or above on the 

Algebra I, English II, and/or Biology STAAR end-of-course (EOC) assessment prior to Grade 9 (TEA, 

2024c). For the 2024 accountability ratings cycle, an accelerated tester is also a student who earned 
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administrations. The remaining SAT and ACT indicators for AADDs were evaluated based on data for 

the class of 2023. AADDs were not available for districts. For information about SAT and ACT 

calculations for AADDs, see College Admissions Testing 





12 College Admissions Testing General Information, Class of 2023 

including demonstrating mastery in the subject areas of English/language arts, mathematics, science, 

social studies, and a language other than English (19 TAC §21.52, 2024, amended to be effective 

February 15, 2024). A student can meet the English/language arts criteria by scoring 480 or higher on the 

ERW section of the SAT or 18 or higher on the English section of the ACT; the mathematics criteria by 

scoring 530 or higher on the mathematics section of the SAT or 22 or higher on the mathematics section 

of the ACT; the science criteria by scoring 23 or higher on the science section of the ACT; and the social 

studies criteria by scoring 22 or higher on the reading section of the ACT. 

Exemption From Texas Success Initiative Testing 

In 1987, the Texas Legislature established a system of testing and remediation called the Texas 

Academic Skills Program, or TASP (TEC §51.306, 1988). In 2003, TASP was replaced by the TSI  

(TEC §51.3062, 2004). Under the TSI, undergraduate students enrolling for the first time in public 

institutions of higher education are required to take an assessment to evaluate their readiness for 

freshman-level academic coursework (TEC §51.333, 2024, added to be effective June 15, 2017). For  

the class of 2023, the Texas Legislature allowed exemptions from TSIA requirements based on student 

performance on the SAT, the ACT, and the state assessment (19 TAC §4.54, 2024, adopted to be effective 

May 16, 2024; TEC §51.338, 2024, amended to be effective June 16, 2021). To qualify for an exemption 

based on the SAT or ACT, a student must have received a specified minimum score in one of the five 

years prior to enrollment in a public institution of higher education. On the SAT, a student must have 

received a score of 480 or higher on the ERW section to be exempt from the ELAR section of the TSIA, 

and a score of 530 or higher on the mathematics section to be exempt from the mathematics section of  

the TSIA. For ACT examinations administered prior to February 15, 2023, a student must have received  

a composite 
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September 1, 2021). The thresholds are defined under 19 TAC §74.1007(b). Districts receive $5,000 for 

qualifying economically disadvantaged graduates, $3,000 for qualifying non-economically disadvantaged 

graduates, and $2,000 for qualifying graduates served in special education programs (TEC §48.110, 2024, 

amended to be effective September 1, 2021). Qualifying graduates served in special education programs 

are also counted in the economically disadvantaged and non-economically disadvantaged groups. 

Districts receive estimated CCMR Outcomes Bonus funding annually that is reconciled with TEA the 

following school year (19 TAC §74.1007, 2024, amended to be effective January 25, 2022). At least  

55 percent of the funds awarded to districts must be spent on students in Grades 8-12 to improve CCMR 

outcomes (TEC §48.110, 2024, amended to be effective September 1, 2021). 
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Interpretation of Results 

The effect of group size. It may be informative to compare a group's 
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Figure 1 
Relationship Between SAT Mathematics Participation and Performance for States, Class of 2023 

Source. Primary data from College Board (n.d.-e). 

graduating from Texas public schools decreased (TEA, 2006). Because the decrease in graduates did not 

result from a decrease in enrollment, and because the numbers of SAT and ACT examinees increased, 

examination participation rates increased for all student groups in 2005. Shifts such as this should be 

taken into account when comparing participation rates over time. For the class of 2017 and earlier classes, 

TEA received examinees' scores from the testing companies based on student-reported year of graduation. 

Beginning with the class of 2018, TEA received examinees' scores from the testing companies based on 

year of test administration. Because of this change, caution should be used when comparing participation 

results for the class of 2018 and later classes with results for the class of 2017 and earlier classes. 

Beginning in the 2007-08 school year, in accordance with Texas Education Code (TEC) §39.0261 

(2007), "high school students in the spring of the 11th grade or during the 12th grade may select and take 

once, at state cost, one of the valid, reliable, and nationally norm-referenced assessment instruments used 

by colleges and universities as part of their undergraduate admissions processes." Funding for the cost of 

assessments during each fiscal biennium is subject to legislative appropriations. Under the Texas College 

Preparation Program, TEA contracted with the College Board and ACT, Inc., to offer free SAT and ACT 

examinations in 2009-10 and 2010-11 to high school juniors enrolled in Texas public school districts  

and charters. The standard registration fees for the SAT and ACT were funded by TEA. In 2019, the  

86th Texas Legislature passed legislation that entitled districts to reimbursements for fees paid for the 

administration of assessments under TEC §39.0261 (TEC §48.155, 2019). Beginning in the 2019-20 

school year, districts received estimated Foundation School Program allocations as reimbursement for 

costs incurred for the payment of SAT, ACT, and Texas Success Initiative assessment examinations taken 

during that school year by students in the spring of their junior year or during their senior year (TEA, 
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2020). Districts receive estimated funding annually for assessment reimbursement. In the spring of the 

following school year, TEA reconciles the reimbursement amounts with districts. Districts cannot receive 

more than one reimbursement per student. 

Beginning in the 2011-12 school year, three Texas public school districts offered SAT school- 

day testing, or SAT School Days, to their 11th- 
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