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To the Administrator Addressed  
     
 

DATE: November 18 , 2021 
SUBJECT:  Senate Bill 3 , 87th Texas Legislat ure, Second Called Session – Update 

to Instructional Requirements and Prohibitions  
CATEGORY: 87th Texas Legislature, 2 nd Called Session Implementation  
NEXT STEPS: Share with appropriate staff  

 
The 87th Texas Legislature, Second Called Session (87(2)), enacted Senate Bill (SB) 3. SB 3 (87(2)), 
effective December 2, 2021, updates various instructional requirements and prohibitions enacted by 
House Bill (HB) 3979 during the Regular Session of the 87th Legislature (87(R)). This letter provides 
highlights of SB 3 (87(2)) and notes where relevant changes occurred from HB 3979 (87(R)) that impact 
instructional requirements for school districts and open-enrollment charter schools. These highlights 
should not replace consultation with local counsel and other appropriate staff in implementing these 
legislative enactments. 
 

Highlights of Senate Bill 3 
 
SB 3 (87(2)), like HB 3979 (87(R)) 
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 Senate Bill 3 (TEC, §28.0022) House Bill 3979 
(a) For any course or subject, including an 



 
 

Page 3 of 5 
 

 Senate Bill 3 (TEC, §28.0022) House Bill 3979 
(a)(4)(A) … require or make part of a course 

inculcation in the concept that: 
[§
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 Senate Bill 3 (TEC, §28.0022) House Bill 3979 
(a)(4)(B) … teach, instruct, or train any 

administrator, teacher, or staff member of 
a state agency, school district, or open-
enrollment charter school to adopt a 
concept listed under Paragraph (A); or 
[§28.0022(a)(4)(B)] 

Replaces: “… be required to engage in 
training, orientation, or therapy that 
presents any form of race or sex 
stereotyping or blame on the basis of 
race or sex” [§28.002(h-3)(4)(A)] 

(a)(4)(C) require an understanding of the 1619 
Project. [28.0022(a)(4)(C)] 

Same. [§28.002(h-3)(4)(C)] 

(b) … Subsection (a)(3) does not apply to a 
student's participation in: [§28.0022(b)] 

No similar provision. 

(b)(1) … community 
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 Senate Bill 3 (TEC, §28.0022) House Bill 3979 
(d) … A school district or open-enrollment 

charter school may not implement, 
interpret, or enforce any rule in a manner 
that would result in the punishment of a 
student for reasonably discussing the 
concepts described by Subsection (a)(4) 
in school or during a school-sponsored 
activity or have a chilling effect on 
reasonable student discussions involving 
those concepts in school or during a 
school-sponsored activity. [§28.0022(d)] 

Replaces: “… A school district or open-
enrollment charter school may no9tT..9 (4 0 0 1tf289.52 6o11.3 (s)-0 1tf2872.2 (n)y7.2 (n)y7.2 (n)y7.m)-6.
Q
thartss 
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