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Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) Curriculum Assessed 

Grade 8 Mathematics Cluster 1 

Reporting Category 4 Data Analysis and Personal Financial Literacy: The student 
will demonstrate an understanding of how to represent and 
analyze data and how to describe and apply personal 
financial concepts. 

Knowledge and Skills Statement 8.12 The student applies mathematical process standards to 
develop an economic way of thinking and problem solving 
useful in one•s life as a knowledgeable consumer and 
investor. 

Essence Statement Compares the results of borrowing or investing money. 





  
 

    

  
  

  

 

  

  

Grade  8 M at h emat ics Cluster  5 

Rep ort ing Categor y 2 Computations and Algebraic Relationships: The student will 
demonstrate an understanding of how to perform operations 
and represent algebraic relationships. 

Know ledge and Sk ills Statement  8.9 The student applies mathematical process standards to use 
multiple representations to develop foundational concepts of 
simultaneous linear equations. 

Essence Statement Identifies solutions to pairs of linear equations. 

I tem  17 Prere q u is i te Sk ill Determine the unknown whole number in an addition or 
subtraction equation when the unknown may be any one of 
the three or four terms in the equation (1) 

I tem  18 P rere q u is i te Sk ill Generate and solve proble m situations for a given 
mathematical number sentence involving addition and 
subtraction of whole numbers within 1,000 (2) 

I tem  19 P rere q u is i te Sk ill Represent and solve multi-step problems involving the four 
operations with whole numbers us ing equations with a letter 
standing for the unknown quantity (5) 

I tem  20 P rere q u is i te Sk ill Represent and solve multi-step problems involving the four 
operations with whole numbers using equations with a letter 
standing for the unknown quantity (5) 

� 

Additional resources for STAAR Alternate 2, including the STAAR Alternate 2 Test Administrator Manual 
and the STAAR Alternate 2 Educator Guide, are available online: http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/ 
special-ed/staaralt/ 
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Presentation Instructions for Question�1 

€ Present Stimulus�1. 

€ Direct the student to the answer choice on the left. Communicate: This person is at a grocery store.�
People can spend money at a store.�

€ Direct the student to the answer choice on the right. Communicate: These people are at a bank.�
People can borrow money from a bank. 

€ Communicate: Find the place where people can borrow money.�
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Scoring Instructions 

Student Action� Test Administrator Action�

If the student finds the bank, � mark A for question�1 and move to question�2. 

If the student does not find the bank, � 
€ remove the stimulus; 





  

Presentation Instructions for Question�3 

€ Present Stimulus�3. 

€ 



  

  

Presentation Instructions for Question�4 

€ Present Stimulus�4a�and�4b.

€ Direct the student to each part of Stimulus�4a. Communicate: A man borrowed $100 from a bank.
He paid back all of the money plus interest.

€ Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus�4b. Communicate each answer choice.

€ Communicate: Find the words that tell about the money the man paid back to the bank.

Stimulus 4a�

Borrowed Paid back 

$100 $100 

plus interest 

Stimulus 4b�

The man paid back less than $100. 

The man paid back exactly $100. 

The man paid back more than $100. *

Scoring Instructions 

Student Action� Test Administrator Action�

If the student finds •The man paid back more 
than $100Ž in Stimulus�4b, 

� mark A for question�4 and move to question�5. 

If the student does not find •The man paid 
back more than $100Ž in Stimulus�4b, 

� replicate the initial presentation instructions. 

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if the 
student finds •The man paid back more than 
$100Ž in Stimulus�4b, 

� mark B for question�4 and move to question�5. 

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if the 
student does not find •The man paid back 
more than $100Ž in Stimulus�4b, 

� mark C for question�4 and move to question�5. 
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Presentation Instructions for Question�6 

€ Present Stimulus�6a�and�6b. 

€ Direct 



Scoring Instructions 

Student Action� Test Administrator Action�

If the student finds •700�+�10�+�5Ž in 
Stimulus�6b, 

� mark A for question�6 and move to question�7. 

If the student does not find •700�+�10�+�5Ž in 
Stimulus�6b, 

� 

€ model the desired student action by finding 
•700�+�10�+�5Ž in Stimulus�6b and 
communicate •This is the expanded form of�
seven hundred fifteenŽ; and 

€ replicate the initial presentation instructions. 

After teacher modeling, if the student finds 
•700�+�10�+�5Ž in Stimulus�6b, 

� mark B for question�6 and move to question�7. 

After teacher modeling, if the student does not 
find •700�+�10�+�5Ž in Stimulus�6b, 

� mark C for question�6 and move to question�7. 
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Presentation Instructions for Question�7 

€ Present Stimulus�7a�and�7b. 

€ Direct 





  

  

Presentation Instructions for Question�8 

€ Present Stimulus�8a�and�8b. 

€ Direct the student to each digit in Stimulus�8a. Communicate: This is the number twenty-five�
thousand, four hundred. A teacher underlined the five.�

€ Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus�8b. 

€ Communicate: Find the value of the five in this number.�

Stimulus 8a�

25,400 
Stimulus 8b�
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50,000 

* 5,000 



 

Presentation Instructions for Question�9 

€ Present Stimulus�9. 

€ Direct the student to each part of the bar graph. Communicate: This bar graph shows how many�
students went to the computer lab or the science lab on Monday.�

€ Direct the student to each bar. Communicate: Twenty students went to the computer lab, and 
30 students went to the science lab.�

€ Communicate: Find the part of the graph that shows how many students went to the computer�
lab on Monday.�

Stimulus 9�
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Presentation Instructions for Question�11 

€ Present Stimulus�11a�and�11b. 

€ Direct the student to Stimulus�11a. Communicate: This bar graph shows how many students went�
to the computer lab or the science lab on Monday.�

€ Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus�11b. Communicate each answer choice. 

€ Communicate: Find how many more students went to the science lab than the computer lab on�
Monday.�

Stimulus 11a�
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Scoring Instructions 

Student Action� Test Administrator Action�

If the student finds •10 studentsŽ in 
Stimulus�11b, 

� 



 

  



 

Presentation Instructions for Question�13 

€ Present Stimulus�13. 

€ Direct the student to Stimulus�13. Communicate: This is a coordinate grid. It is made from two�
number lines.�

€ Direct the student to the zero and the x-axis. Communicate: This number line starts at zero and�
goes to five.�

€ 



 

Presentation Instructions for Question�14 

€ Present Stimulus�14a�and�14b. 

€ Direct the student to each axis in Stimulus�14a. Communicate: This is a coordinate grid made from�
two number lines. Each number line starts at zero and goes to 50.�

€ Direct the student to the star on the x-axis. Communicate: There is a star between 30 and 40 on this�
number line. The star is at 35.�

€ Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus�14b. Communicate: Here are other coordinate�
grids.�

€ Communicate: Find the coordinate grid that shows a star between 30 and 40.�

Stimulus 14a�
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Scoring Instructions 

Student Action� Test Administrator Action�

If the student finds the coordinate grid with a 
star between 30 and 40 on the y-axis in 
Stimulus�14b, 

� mark A for question�14 and move to question�15. 

If the student does not find the coordinate grid 
with a star between 30 and 40 on the y-axis in 
Stimulus�14b, 

� 

€ model the desired student action by finding 
the coordinate grid with a star between 30 
and 40 on the y-axis in Stimulus�14b and 
communicate •Here is the coordinate grid�
that shows a star between 30 and 40Ž; and 

€ replicate the initial presentation instructions. 

After teacher modeling, if the student finds the 
coordinate grid with a star between 30 and 40 
on the y-axis in Stimulus�14b, 

� mark B for question�14 and move to question�15. 

After teacher modeling, if the student does not 
find the coordinate grid with a star between 30 
and 40 on the y-axis in Stimulus�14b, 

� mark C for question�14 and move to question�15. 
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Presentation Instructions for Question�15 

€ Present Stimulus�15a�and�15b. 

€ Direct the student to the circle, heart, and triangle in Stimulus�15a. Communicate: This coordinate�
grid shows the locations of a circle, a heart, and a triangle.�

€ Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus�15b. 

€ Communicate: Find the shape with a location at 25 on the coordinate grid.�

Stimulus 15a�
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Scoring Instructions 

Student Action� Test Administrator Action�

If the student finds the heart in Stimulus�15b, � mark A for question�15 and move to question�16. 

If the student does not find the heart in 
Stimulus�15b, 

� 

provide one of these allowable teacher assists to 
the student: 

€ Highlight the x-axis.�OR�
€ Highlight the circle, heart, and triangle in 

Stimulus�15a.�OR�
€ Have the student use a number line with all 

the whole numbers labeled from 0 to 50. 

Replicate the initial presentation instructions. 

After the selected teacher assistance, if the 
student finds the heart in Stimulus�15b, 

� mark B for question�15 and move to question�16. 

After the selected teacher assistance, if the 
student does not find the heart in 
Stimulus�15b, 

� mark C for question�15 and move to question�16. 
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Presentation Instructions for Question�16 

€ Present Stimulus�16a�and�16b. 

€ Direct the student to the marked points in Stimulus�16a. Communicate: This coordinate grid is like a�
map. It shows the locations of Anton•s house and his school. Anton will start at his house and�
go to his school.�

€ Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus�16b. Communicate each answer choice. 

€ Communicate: Find the sentence that describes how to get from Anton•s house to his school.�

Stimulus 16a�
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Stimulus 16b�

Go 4 units to the right and
4 units up. 

Go 5 units to the right and
5 units up. 

* Go 1 unit to the right and
4 units up. 
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Scoring Instructions 

Student Action� Test Administrator Action�

If the student finds •Go 1 unit to the right and 
4�units upŽ in Stimulus�16b, 

� mark A for question�16 and move to question�17. 

If the student does not find •Go 1�unit to the 
right and 4�units upŽ in Stimulus�16b, 

� replicate the initial presentation instructions. 

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if the 
student finds •Go 1�unit to the right and 4�units 
upŽ in Stimulus�16b, 

� mark B for question�16 and move to question�17. 

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if the 
student does not find •Go 1�unit to the right 
and 4�units upŽ in Stimulus�16b, 

� mark C for question�16 and move to question�17. 
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Presentation Instructions for Question�17 

€ Present Stimulus�17. 

€ Direct the student to each equation. Communicate: These are equations. One of the equations has�
a missing number. The missing number plus�5 equals�25. Twenty plus�5 equals�25. The missing�
number is 20.�

€ Communicate: Find the equations where the missing number is 20.�

Stimulus 17�

*
+ 5 = 25 

20 + 5 = 25

Scoring Instructions 

Student Action� Test Administrator Action�

If the student finds the equations, � mark A for question�17 and move to question�18. 

If the student does not find the equations, � 
€ remove the stimulus; 
€ wait at least five seconds; and 
€ replicate the initial presentation instructions. 

After the five-second wait time, if the student 
finds the equations, 

� mark B for question�17 and move to question�18. 

After the five-second wait time, if the student 
does not find the equations, 

� mark C for question�17 and move to question�18. 



 

  



 

  

Presentation Instructions for Question�19 

€ Present Stimulus�19a�and�19b. 

€ Direct the student to each empty box in Stimulus�19a. Communicate: The same number is missing�
from both equations.�

€ Direct the student to each answer choice in Stimulus�19b. 

€ Communicate: Find the number that is missing from both equations.�

Stimulus 19a�

 

3 × 100 = 

+ 50 = 350 

Stimulus 19b�

400 103 * 300 

Scoring Instructions 

Student Action� Test Administrator Action�

If the student finds •300Ž in Stimulus�19b, � mark A for question�19 and move to question�20. 

If the student does not find •300Ž in 
Stimulus�19b, 

� 

provide one of these allowable teacher assists to 
the student: 

€ Allow the student to use a calculator.�OR�
€ Have the student try out each answer choice 

in the empty boxes.�OR�
€ Highlight the operation symbols in 

Stimulus�19a. 

Replicate the initial presentation instructions. 

After the selected teacher assistance, if the 
student finds •300Ž in Stimulus�19b, 

� mark B for question�19 and move to question�20. 

After the selected teacher assistance, if the 
student does not find •300Ž in Stimulus�19b, 

� mark C for question�19 and move to question�20. 
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Presentation Instructions for Question�20 

€ Present Stimulus�20a�and�20b. 

€ Direct the student to the bulleted text in Stimulus�20a. Communicate: A teacher bought five boxes�



Scoring Instructions 

Student Action� Test Administrator Action�

If the student finds •5�×�8�=� � ; � +�7�=�47Ž in 
Stimulus�20b, 

� mark A for question�20. 

If the student does not find •5�×�8�=� � ; 
� +�7�=�47Ž in Stimulus�20b, 

� replicate the initial presentation instructions. 

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if the 
student finds •5�×�8�=� � ; � +�7�=�47Ž in 
Stimulus�20b, 

� mark B for question�20. 

After the teacher repeats the instructions, if the 
student does not find •5�×�8�=� � ; 
� +�7�=�47Ž in Stimulus�20b, 

� mark C for question�20. 
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