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STAAR ALTERNATE 2 INSTRUCTIONAL TERMS FOR SOCIAL STUDIES

For all subject areas, TEA provides a list of specific instructional terms that students will need exposure to during
classroom instruction because the terms may be used on the assessment. However, the lists do not reference all the
content a student would be responsible for. Students must become familiar with these terms as they are

developmentally able to comprehend the content. Students in higher grades need to also know the terms presented in

earlier grades.

GRADE 8

abolish, abolition, abolitionist

US HISTORY
activist, advocate

capitalism

aspects of culture such as traditions, heritage, customs, religion,
practices, language

Civil Rights Movement

assembly, assemble, assembly line, manufacturing, manufacturing
plant, industry, industrial, industrialization, factories

claimed, unclaimed

assembly, assemble (meaning “group,” “gathering,” or “meeting”) climate
Boston Tea Party communism, communist
citizen, citizenship competition

civic participation, civic duty

conservation, conserving resources

colony, colonial, colonization, colonist

continent

community, communities

court case, landmark case, court decision

complaint, protest

crisis

Congress, congressional, Senate, senator

discover, discoveries, innovate, innovations

Constitutional protections

discrimination, discriminate

contributions

drought, erosion, topsoil

declare (verb)
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