
 

 (1) 
A response at a score point 1 may 

(2) 
A response at a score point 2 may 

(3) 
A response at a score point 3 may 

(4) 
A response at a score point 4 may 

Completeness of Response • be silent and not attempt to address the task   
• attempt to address the task, but may be limited to simple, high-frequency words and 

phrases 

• address the task in a limited way by 
communicating simple, original ideas, using 
sentences and occasional phrases 

• address the task somewhat successfully by 
generally communicating comfortably on common social and grade-appropriate 

academic topics 

• address the task completely by 
communicating, with or without elaboration, 
on a variety of social and grade-appropriate 
academic topics 

Syntax/Sentence Structure, Grammar • consist of single words, short phrases and/or 
occasional short sentences 

• seem memorized, formulaic and/or highly practiced  
• include many grammar features of another 

language that inhibit communication 

• contain mostly simple sentences in the 
present tense 

• include simple English language structures 
• include grammar errors that limit 

communication 

• generally include the correct verb tense for 
the task, but have some errors, especially 
when using irregular or complex tenses 

• demonstrate overall familiarity using basic 
grammar features and may include some 
complex grammatical structures 

• include grammar errors when using less 
common language structures, which interfere 
somewhat with communication 

• generally include complex sentences and 
grammar structures nearly comparable to 
native English-speaking peers 

• include grammar errors which rarely interfere 
with communication  
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