Wilkerson Feedback on ELA TEKS Revision

June 26, 2015

1. Does each grade level or course follow a complete and logical development of English
language arts and reading concepts?

For the most part, the grade levels and courses are complete courses of study, in that | don’t
believe anything core to literacy as a whole has been left out. Some things need to be
addressed in some courses and in some grade levels as I'll illustrate in subsequent answers.

Figure 19 needs to be reworked to include all that we know about reading comprehension
and put back into the body of the TEKS. Research has been done for the past 30 years on
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L.7.A 1L7.A 1L7.A and IV.7.A encompass much more than just sensory language; they
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ELA world use. We call the texts persuasive, but most everyone else calls them
argumentative. The way it is written in the TEKS suggests that argumentative texts are a type

of persuasive text, which is not the case.

Additionally, the tested readiness TEKS in English I 1.15.A (write an analytic
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1.5.C should start earlier. By the end of 5th grade, students reading on grade level will be
reading books where the characters’ points of view are important and analyzing the way the
characters’ point of view shapes the story is important to understanding the book. 5.6.C asks
students to “explain different forms of third-person points of view.” Students don’t need to
explain or describe points of view; they should always be relating it to meaning and the piece
as awhole.

4. Are the student expectations (SEs) clear and specific?

There are several SE’s that are not clear:
e |.2.A I'mnot sure this is an important skill and exactly what it looks like practically.

e |1.8.A Thisis an example of wordiness that gets in the way of the work that students
are to do.

e 8.11B The TEKS is misleading. Rhetorical fallacies are subdivided into three
categories: emotional, logical, and ethical fallacies. Logical fallacies are a type of
rhetorical fallacy, but they are listed like they are equal. The examples in the TEKS all
belong into the large category of rhetorical fallacies, and then can be subdivided into
the 3 subcategories. This becomes problematic in teachers’ and students’
understanding.

e 7.17.Cand8.17.Cisvague. What is meant by “demonstrate the writing skills for multi-
paragraph essays.” What specific skills of essay writing should be present?

e 7&8.18.C “include evidence...that differentiates between fact and opinion.” What does
that practically look like?

5. Arethe TEKS aligned horizontally and vertically? If not, what gaps should be
addressed?

The strand that has the best vertical alignment with good progression and clear and concise
language is the reading/comprehension of informational text/expository text. Most of the
SE’s build on each other to a logical conclusion. K.10.B (retell important facts in a text) to
3.13.B (draw conclusions from the facts presented...) to 8.10.A (summarize the main ideas,
supporting details, and relationships...) to IV.9.A (summarize a text in a manner that captures
the author’s viewpoint, its main ideas, and its elements without taking a position or expressing
an opinion).

I'll be a little contradictory here and say that while that strand shows good vertical alignment

as awhole there are 2 issues that I think need to be addressed. First, K.10.B (retell important
facts in a text) and 1.14.B (identify important facts or details in a text) should be rewritten to
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ensure vertical alignment. You can’t retell without identifying, so the progression of
expectations is off. Also, 7.10.A takes a departure from the other TEKS in that strand. All
other TEKS say summarize and 7.10.A says evaluate a summary.

1.2.C and 11.2.C seem oddly out of place in vertical alignment. Figurative language hasn’t been
part of that strand vertically up to English | and then drops off in English I1I.

2.11.A seems misplaced.

Reading/Comprehension of text/independent reading this should continue through to English
IV. Student should still read independently through middle and high school for sustained
periods of time and produce evidence of their reading.

Reading/comprehension of literary text/poetry There needs to be a clear division of
structure and language in poetry. There needs to be 6.4.A (language) and 7.4.A (structure) in
all grade levels. 8.4.Ais too easy and unnecessary. 4.4.A is more rigorous than 8.4.A.

5.7.A (identify literary language and devices in biographies) The literary language and devices
in biographies would be no different from other literary forms, but if someone knows of major
differences in the language in those genres then a list or examples should be provided. 6.7.A
follows the same pattern. 7.7.A seems oddly disconnected because students are to describe
the structural or substantive difference between an autobiography or diary and a fictional
adaptation of it. That doesn’t seem like an important skill for 7th graders when reading
literary nonfiction. The study of speeches as literary nonfiction should begin before 8t grade.

Reading/comprehension of literary text/fiction 7.6.A (setting’s influence on plot development)
should begin in 4th grade. Again, if students are reading on grade level, the books that they are
reading will begin to use setting as an important feature in plot development. We should be
preparing students to understand the books that they are reading. 6.6.A summarize is a low
level skill, and students need to be doing much more work with plot development than
summarizing.

Writing/literary texts Writing about important personal experiences begins in 3rd grade
(3.19.A), but students should begin writing about personal experiences in kindergarten
through pictures, letter representations, etc. Waiting until 3rd grade to begin personal
narratives is short-sighted. All children have experiences to write about and beginning them
early will help them to gain fluency and control over writing. Also, high school students
should also be writing narratives, but the TEKS for narrative end in 8th grade.
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6. Can all student expectations reasonably be taught within the amount of time typically

allotted for the grade level or high school course prior to the end of the school year or
prior to a state assessment?

Definitely not. By way of example, | went through the 7" TEKS and counted a couple of things
just to quantify my th
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9. Are the College and Career Readiness Standards adequately and appropriately
addressed throughout the TEKS?

| think that the TEKS accurately reflect all the CCRS.

10.Do you have any other suggestions for ways in which the English language arts and
reading TEKS can be improved?

Teachers need clear definition and clarification of terms used in the TEKS. While there are
some e.g.’s to provide examples, some terms call for a clearer definition of what is meant and
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