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district could use SLOs for elementary generalists, but portfolios for secondary foreign language 
teachers. 

 
Measures of Student Growth 
The four measures of student growth can generally be placed into two buckets. 
 

• Process-based Student Growth Measures: SLOs and Portfolios 

• Assessment-based Student Growth Measures: District Pre- and Post-Tests and VAM 
 
SLOs and Portfolios: 
The SLO and Portfolio processes follow very similar paths.  They are designed to engage teachers in 
deliberate thinking as they answer fundamental questions about their instructional plans and decisions. 
 

1. What are the foundational skills that I teach in this class? 
2. Where do I think my students will be with these skills upon entering my course? 
3. Where are my students actually with these skills upon entering my course? 
4. Based on where my students are with these skills, if I provide effective instruction throughout 
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SLOs 
TEA is piloting an SLO process during the 2015-2016 school year.  An SLO refinement year will occur 
during the 2016-2017 school, where TEA will implement a refined SLO training and process based on 
feedback and lessons learned from current pilot districts. 
 
Any district that is considering or wants to experience SLOs prior to the 2017-


