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Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Grade 2 

§110.4. English Language Arts and Reading 

§111.4. Mathematics 

§112.13. Science 

§113.13. Social Studies 

§114.4. Languages Other Than English 

§115.14. Health Education 

§116.14. Physical Education 

§117.108. Art 

§117.109. Music 

§117.110. Theatre 

§126.6. Technology Applications 

 

§110.4. English Language Arts and Reading, Grade 2, Adopted 2017. 

(a) Introduction. 

(1) The English language arts and reading Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) embody 
the interconnected nature of listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking through the seven 
integrated strands of developing and sustaining foundational language skills; comprehension; 
response; multiple genres; author's purpose and craft; composition; and inquiry and research. The 
strands 
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summaries, pictures, realia, glossaries, bilingual dictionaries, thesauri, and other modes of 
comprehensible input. ELLs can and should be encouraged to use knowledge of their first 
language to enhance vocabulary development; vocabulary needs to be in the context of connected 
discourse so that it is meaningful. Strategic use of the student's first language is important to 
ensure linguistic, affective, cognitive, and academic development in English. 

(5) Current research stresses the importance of effectively integrating second language acquisition 
with quality content area education in order to ensure that ELLs acquire social and academic 
language proficiency in English, learn the knowledge and skills, and reach their full academic 
potential. Instruction must be linguistically accommodated in accordance with the English 
Language Proficiency Standards (ELPS) and the student's English language proficiency levels to 
ensure the mastery of knowledge and skills in the required curriculum is accessible. For a further 
understanding of second language acquisition needs, refer to the ELPS and proficiency-level 
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(iv) manipulating phonemes within base words; 

(B) demonstrate and apply phonetic knowledge by: 

(i) decoding words with short, long, or variant vowels, trigraphs, and blends; 

(ii) decoding words with silent letters such as knife and gnat; 

(iii) decoding multisyllabic words with closed syllables; open syllables; VCe 
syllables; vowel teams, including digraphs and diphthongs; r-controlled syllables; 
and final stable syllables; 

(iv) decoding compound words, contractions, and common abbreviations; 

(v) decoding words using knowledge of syllable division patterns such as VCCV, 
VCV, and VCCCV; 

(vi) decoding words with prefixes, including un-, re-, and dis-, and inflectional 
endings, including -s, -es, -ed, -ing, -er, and -est; and 

(vii) identifying and reading high-frequency words from a research-based list; 

(C) demonstrate and apply spelling knowledge by: 

(i) spelling one-
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(5) Developing and sustaining foundational language skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and 
thinking--self-sustained reading. The student reads grade-appropriate texts independently. The 
student is expected to self-select text and read independently for a sustained period of time. 

(6) Comprehension skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts. 
The student uses metacognitive skills to both develop and deepen comprehension of increasingly 
complex texts. The student is expected to: 

(A) establish purpose for reading assigned and self-selected texts; 

(B) generate questions about text before, during, and after reading to deepen understanding 
and gain information; 

(C) make and correct or confirm predictions using text features, characteristics of genre, and 
structures; 

(D) create mental images to deepen understanding; 

(E) make connections to personal experiences, ideas in other texts, and society; 

(F) make inferences and use evidence to support understanding; 

(G) evaluate details read to determine key ideas; 

(H) synthesize information to create new understanding; and 

(I) monitor comprehension and make adjustments such as re-reading, using background 
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(9) Multiple genres: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts--genres. 
The student recognizes and analyzes genre-specific characteristics, structures, and purposes 
within and across increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and diverse texts. 
The student is expected to: 

(A) demonstrate knowledge of distinguishing characteristics of well-known children's 
literature such as folktales, fables, and fairy tales; 

(B) explain visual patterns and structures in a variety of poems; 

(C) discuss elements of drama such as characters, dialogue, and setting; 

(D) 
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(ii) past, present, and future verb tense; 

(iii) singular, plural, common, and proper nouns; 

(iv) adjectives, including articles; 

(v) adverbs that convey time and adverbs that convey place; 

(vi) prepositions and prepositional phrases; 

(vii) pronouns, including subjective, objective, and possessive cases; 

(viii) coordinating conjunctions to form compound subjects and predicates; 

(ix)  
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mathematical fluency, and solid understanding, Texas will lead the way in mathematics education 
and prepare all Texas students for the challenges they will face in the 21st century. 

(2) The process standards describe ways in which students are expected to engage in the content. The 
placement of the process standards at the beginning of the knowledge and skills listed for each 
grade and course is intentional. The process standards weave the other knowledge and skills 
together so that st
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(C) select tools, including real objects, manipulatives, paper and pencil, and technology as 
appropriate, and techniques, including mental math, estimation, and number sense as 
appropriate, to solve problems; 

(D) communicate mathematical ideas, reasoning, and their implications using multiple 
representations, including symbols, diagrams, graphs, and language as appropriate;  

(E) create and use representations to organize, record, and communicate mathematical ideas; 

(F) analyze mathematical relationships to connect and communicate mathematical ideas; and 

(G) display, explain, and justify mathematical ideas and arguments using precise 
mathematical language in written or oral communication. 

(2) Number and operations. The student applies mathematical process standards to understand how to 
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(5) Number and operations. The student applies mathematical process standards to determine the 
value of coins in order to solve monetary transactions. The student is expected to: 

(A) determine the value of a collection of coins up to one dollar; and 

(B) use the cent symbol, dollar sign, and the decimal point to name the value of a collection 
of coins. 

(6) Number and operations. The student applies mathematical process standards to connect repeated 
addition and subtraction to multiplication and division situations that involve equal groupings and 
shares. The student is expected to: 

(A) model, create, and describe contextual multiplication situations in which equivalent sets 
of concrete objects are joined; and 

(B) model, create, and describe contextual division situations in which a set of concrete 
objects is separated into equivalent sets. 

(7) Algebraic reasoning. The student applies mathematical process standards to identify and apply 
number patterns within properties of numbers and operations in order to describe relationships. 
The student is expected to: 
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Scientific investigation and reasoning involves practicing safe procedures, asking 
questions about the natural world, and seeking answers to those questions through simple 
observations used in descriptive investigations. 

(B) Within the physical environment, students expand their understanding of the properties of 
objects such as temperature, shape, and flexibility then use those properties to compare, 
classify, and then combine the objects to do something that they could not do before. 
Students manipulate objects to demonstrate a change in motion and position. 

(C) Within the natural environment, students will observe the properties of earth materials as 
well as predictable patterns that occur on Earth and in the sky. The students understand 
that those patterns are used to make choices in clothing, activities, and transportation. 

(D) Within the living environment, students explore patterns, systems, and cycles by 
investigating characteristics of organisms, life cycles, and interactions among all the 
components within their habitat. Students examine how living organisms depend on each 
other and on their environment. 

(2) Science, as defined by the National Academy of Sciences, is the "use of evidence to construct 
testable explanations and predictions of natural phenomena, as well as the knowledge generated 
through this process." 

(3) Recurring themes are pervasive in sciences, mathematics, and technology. These ideas transcend 
disciplinary boundaries and include patterns, cycles, systems, models, and change and constancy. 

(4) The study of elementary science includes planning and safely implementing classroom and 
outdoor investigations using scientific processes, including inquiry methods, analyzing 
information, making informed decisions, and using tools to collect and record information, while 
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for social studies. A greater depth of understanding of complex content material can be attained 
when integrated social studies content from the various disciplines and critical-thinking skills are 
taught together. Statements that contain the word "including" reference content that must be 
mastered, while those containing the phrase "such as" are intended as possible illustrative 
examples. 

(4) Students identify the role of the U.S. free enterprise system within the parameters of this course 
and understand that this system may also be referenced as capitalism or the free market system. 

(5) Throughout social studies in Kindergarten-Grade 12, students build a foundation in history; 
geography; economics; government; citizenship; culture; science, technology, and society; and 
social studies skills. The content, as appropriate for the grade level or course, enables students to 
understand the importance of patriotism, function in a free enterprise society, and appreciate the 
basic democratic values of our state and nation as referenced in the Texas Education Code (TEC), 
§28.002(h). 

(6) Students understand that a constitutional republic is a representative form of government whose 
representatives derive their authority from the consent of the governed, serve for an established 
tenure, and are sworn to uphold the constitution. 

(7) Students must demonstrate learning performance related to any federal and state mandates 
regarding classroom instruction. Although Grade 2 is not required to participate in Celebrate 
Freedom Week, according to the TEC, §29.907, primary grades lay the foundation for subsequent 
learning. As a result, Grade 2 Texas essential knowledge and skills include standards related to 
this patriotic observance. 

(8) Students discuss how and whether the actions of U.S. citizens and the local, state, and federal 
governments have achieved the ideals espoused in the founding documents. 

(b) Knowledge and skills. 

(1) History. The student understands the historical significance of landmarks and celebrations in the 
community, state, and nation. The student is expected to: 

(A) explain the significance of various community, state, and national celebrations such as 
Veterans Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, and Thanksgiving; and 
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(A) identify major landforms and bodies of water, including each of the seven continents and 
each of the oceans, on maps and globes; and 

(B) locate places, including the local community, Texas, the United States, the state capital, 
the U.S. capital, and the bordering countries of Canada and Mexico on maps and globes. 

(5) Geography. The student understands how humans use and modify the physical environment. The 
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(C) identify ways to actively practice good citizenship, including involvement in community 
service. 

(11) Citizenship. The student understands important symbols, customs, and celebrations that represent 
American beliefs and principles that contribute to our national identity. The student is expected 
to: 

(A) recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag and the Pledge to the Texas 
Flag; 

(B) sing, recite, or identify selected patriotic songs, including "The Star-Spangled Banner" 
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(17) Social studies skills. The student uses problem-solving and decision-making skills, working 
independently and with others. The student is expected to use problem-solving and decision-
making processes to identify a problem, gather information, list and consider options, consider 
advantages and disadvantages, choose and implement a solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of 
the solution. 

 
§114.4. Languages Other Than English, Elementary, Adopted 2014. 

(a)  According to the National Standards for Foreign Language Learning, advanced level language proficiency is 
necessary for college and career readiness. To that end, students should have uninterrupted, consistent access to 
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(C) explain why obtaining assistance, especially from parents or other trusted adults, can be 
helpful when making decisions about personal safety. 

(14) Alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs--use, misuse, and physiological effects. The student 
understands the difference between the use and misuse of different substances and how the use 
and misuse of substances impacts health. The student is expected to: 

(A) describe the purposes of prescription and over-the-counter drugs and their intended 
benefits; and 

(B) 



revised August 2022 

22 

(C) Research shows physical education is important to the development of the whole child 
and increases a lifetime of wellness. The Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development and the National Academy of Medicine support the belief that physical 
education, taught at a developmentally appropriate level, improves physical fitness and 
skill development, supports and improves academic achievement, reinforces self-
discipline and teacher goal setting, reduces stress and increases blood flow to the brain, 
strengthens peer relationships, and improves self-confidence and self-esteem. 

(2) The physical education standards are categorized into five strands that are of equal importance 
and value. The movement patterns and movement skills strand guides the physically literate 
student in the development of fundamental movement patterns, spatial and body awareness, and 
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mats, pinnies, poly spots, and ball inflators; and technology, including microphones, projectors, 
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(2) Four basic strands--foundations: observation and perception; creative expression; historical and 
cultural relevance; and critical evaluation and response--provide broad, unifying structures for 
organizing the knowledge and skills students are expected to acquire. Each strand is of equal 
value and may be presented in any order throughout the year. Students rely on personal 
observations and perceptions, which are developed through increasing visual literacy and 
sensitivity to surroundings, communities, memories, imaginings, and life experiences, as sources 
for thinking about, planning, and creating original artworks. Students communicate their thoughts 
and ideas with innovation and creativity. Through art, students challenge their imaginations, 
foster critical thinking, collaborate with others, and build reflective skills. While exercising 
meaningful problem-
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(1) The fine arts incorporate the study of dance, music, theatre, and the visual arts to offer unique 
experiences and empower students to explore realities, relationships, and ideas. These disciplines 
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(2) Communication and collaboration. The student collaborates and communicates both locally and 
globally using digital tools and resources to reinforce and promote learning. The student is 
expected to: 

(A) use communication tools that allow for anytime, anywhere access to interact, collaborate, 
or publish with peers locally and globally; 

(B) participate in digital environments to develop cultural understanding by interacting with 
learners of multiple cultures; 

(C) format digital information, including font attributes, color, white space, graphics, and 
animation, for a defined audience and communication medium; and 

(D) select, store, and deliver products using a variety of media, formats, devices, and virtual 
environments. 

(3) Research and information fluency. The student acquires and evaluates digital content. The student 
is expected to: 

(A) use search strategies to access information to guide inquiry; 

(B) use research skills to build a knowledge base regarding a topic, task, or assignment; and 

(C) evaluate the usefulness of acquired digital content. 

(4) Critical thinking, problem solving, and decision making. The student applies critical-thinking 
skills to solve problems, guide research, and evaluate projects using digital tools and resources. 
The student is expected to: 

(A) identify what is known and unknown and what needs to be known regarding a problem 
and explain the steps to solve the problem; 

(B) evaluate the appropriateness of a digital tool to achieve the desired product; 

(C) evaluate products prior to final submission; and 

(D) collect, analyze, and represent data using tools such as word processing, spreadsheets, 
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(E) use proper keyboarding techniques such as ergonomically correct hand and body 
positions appropriate for Kindergarten-Grade 2 learning; 

(F) demonstrate keyboarding techniques for operating the alphabetic, numeric, punctuation, 
and symbol keys appropriate for Kindergarten-Grade 2 learning; and 

(G) use the help feature online and in applications. 
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