2018 Accountability Manual

Chapter 6—Distinction Designations

Campuses that receive an accountability rating of Met Standaade eligible to earn distinction
designations. Distinction designations are awarded for achievement in several areas and are based
on performance relative to a group of campuses of similar type, size, grade span, and student
demographics. The distinction designation indicators are typically separate from those used to
assign accountability rdings. Districts that receive arating of A, B, Cor D are eligible for a

distinction designation in postsecondary readiness.

Distinction Designations
For 2018, disinction designations are awarded in the following areas:

Academic Achievement in English Language Arts/Reading (campus only)
Academic Achievement in Mathematics (campus only)

Academic Achievement in Science (campus only)

Academic Achievement in Social Stugls (campus only)

Top 25 Percent: Comparative Academic Growth (campus only)

Top 25 Percent: ComparativeClosingthe Gaps (campus only)

X Postsecondary Readiness (district and campus)

Distinction Designation Labels

The Distinction Designation Reports show onef the following labels for each distinction
designation:

Distinction Earned. The district is rated A, BC,or D

X X X X X X
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A campus earns a distinction designation if it is in the top quartile (Q1) of its corapson group for
at least 33 percent (for high schools and K-12 campuses) or 50 percent (for elementary and middle
schools) of the indicators used to award the distinction.

x For an indicator to be used to evaluate campuses for a distinction designation Jedst 20
campuses in the comparison group must have data for that indicator. If fewer than 20 campuses
have data for the indicator, it cannot be used to evaluate campuses for the distinction. This
often affects campuses with noftraditional grade spans.

x Campuses will not have access to the performance data of other campuses and will not know
where they rank in their comparison groups until the public release of all accountability data.

For details on how campus comparison groups are constructed, please Fggendix E.
Academic Achievement in English Language Arts/Reading

An Academic Achievement Btinction Designation (AADD)is awarded to campuses for outstanding
achievement in ELA/reading based on outcomes of several performance indicators.

Who is Eligib le: Campuses assigned a Met Standamating
Student Groups: Performance of only the all students group is used.
Minimum Size: Minimum size is determined separately for each indicator.

X Attendance RateMinimum size is based on total days in membership. Ifcampus has fewer
than 1,800 total days in membership (e.g., 10 students x 180 school days) attendance cannot be
used to evaluate the campus for this distinction.

X AssessmenttéSTAAR, AP/IB, SAdnd/or ACT). Minimum size is 10 students for each assessment.
If a campus has fewer than 10 test takers for an assessment, any indicator relyingtbat
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Example Campus Calculation:

Example:Colonial High School is fictional but typical of Texas high schools with varied performance on the 10igadors for
this distinction. To determine whether it has earned the distinction, its performance is compared to its unique campus
comparison group for each of the 10 indicators. It must be in the top quartile (Q1) for at least 33 percent of the indicattos
earn the AADD in ELA/Reading.
Average
English | English SAT Average | Advanced/
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Academic Achievement in Mathematics

An AADDiIs awarded to campuses for outstanding achlevement in mathematics based on outcomes
of several performance indicators.

Who is Eligible: Campuses assigned a Met Standmating.,""""

Student Groups: Performance of only the all studentg,«»"éroup is used.

Minimum Size: Minimum size is determined sepeg;eitely for each indicator.

x Attendance RateMinimum size is based on tatal days in membership. If a campus has fewer
than 1,800 total days in membership (e.g,,,,»«"’iO students x 180 school days) attendance cannot be
used to evaluate the campus for this distinction.

X Assessments (STAAR, AP/IB, Sm'ﬁ(pf’ACT)Minimum size is 10 students for each assessment.
If a campus has fewer than 10 testtakers for an assessntgany indicator relying on that
assessment cannot be used to evaluate the campus for this distinction.

x Participation 7
o AP/IB: Mathematlcst|mum size is 10 students enrolled in grades 11 and 12.

o Advanced/DualCreqn Course Completion: Mathematiddinimum size is 10 students in
grades9 through/l? who complete at least one course.

o Algebra | by Q,pé{de 8 ParticipatiarMinimum size is 10 students enrolled in grade 8.
o SAT/Ad P@r«t’i"cipation. Minimum size is 10 reported annual graduates.

AADD Mathema,tiés Indicators:

x Attendance Rate

X Accele[afédStudent Growth in Mathematics

X Grad,e’é Mathematicerformance (Masters Grade Level)
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Grade 4 Mathematicgerformance (Masters Grade Level)

Grade 5 Mathematicgerformance (Masters Grade Level)

Grade 6 Mathematicgerformance (Masters Grade Level)

Grade 7 Mathematicgerformance (Masters Grade Level)

Grade 8 Mathematicgerformance (Masters Grade Level)
Algebra | by Grade 8 Participation

Algebra | Performance (Masters Grade Level)

AP/IB Examination Participation: Mathamatics

AP/IB Examination Results (Examinees= Criterion): Mathematics
SAT/ACT Participation

AverageSATScore Mathematics

AverageACTScore Mathematics

Advanced/DualCredit Course Completion Rate: Mathematidgrades 9-12)

X X X X X X X X X X X X

x

Methodology:
Step 1:Determine a campus’s performance on each indicator that applies to it and for which it has

data.

Step 2:Compare that campus’s performance for each indicator within the campus comparison
group.

Step 3:Determine if the campus is in the top 25 percent of§ campus comparison group.

o High schools and combined elementary/secondary schools (KL2) must be in the top
quartile (Q1) for 33 percent or more of all the indicators for which they have data.

o Middle schools, junior high schools, and elementary schoolsust be in the top quartile
for 50 percent or more of all the indicators for which they have data.

Please sed\ppendix Hfor a description of the source of data for each indicator.

Other information:

x Algebra | by Grade 8 PatrticipatianThe Algebra | by Grad 8 Participation indicator limits the
denominator to grade 8 students based on 2017 TSDS PEIMS fall enroliment. The numerator is
Algebra | assessments taken in either the current or any prior school year as reported in the
consolidated accountability fle (CAF) cumulative history section.

x Advanced/DualCredit Course Completion: MathematicEhe advanced/dualeredit course
completion rate for mathematicsincludes students enrolled in grades 9 throughl2.

X Assessmenté& complete list of AP and IB assessmentised to award this distinction is available
in Appendix H.

X Attendance RateThis is based on student attendance for the entire school year for students in
grades 1-12. The attendance rate indicator applies to all four subject area distinctions.
Consequettly, this indicator cannot be the sole measure used by a campus to attaim AADD

Academic Achievement in Science
An AADDiIs awarded to campuses for outstanding achievement in science based on outcomes of
several performance indicators.

Who is Eligible: Campuses assigned a Met Standamating
Student Groups: Performance of only the all students group is used.
Minimum Size: Minimum size is determined separately for each indicator.
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Top 25 Percent: Comparative Academic Growth
A distinction designation for outstanding
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Four-Year Longitudinal Graduation Rate
Four-Year Longitudinal Graduation Plan Rate
TSI Criteria Graduates

College Career, and Military Readysraduates
SAT/ACTParticipation

AP/IB Examination Participation: Any Subject
x CTECoherent Sequence Graduates

X X X X X X

Methodology:
Elementary and Middle School&lementary and middle schoolsnust be in the top quartile (Q1) for
50 percent or more of all the indicators for which they have data.

High SchoolsHigh schools and combined elementary/secondary schools {K2) must be in the top
guartile (Q1) for 33 percent or more of all the indicators for which they have data.

Districts: A district must have at least 55 percent of its campuses’ postsecondary indicators in the
top quartile (Q1). See the sample district calculation at the end of this chapter.

Districts with fewer than five campuslevel postsecondary indicators are not elidile for the
postsecondary readiness distinction.

Example Postsecondary Readiness Campus Calculation:

Example:Beta High School is fictional but typical of Texas high schools with varied performance on tight indicators for
this distinction. To determine whether it has earned the distinction, its performance is compared to its unique campus
comparison group for each of theight indicators for which Beta High School had datdt must be in the top quartile (Q1)
for at least 33 percent of the indicators ¢ earn the Postsecondary Readiness Distinction Designation.

STAAR
Determine Meets College,
— Beta HS Grade Career, and CTE
& | performance | Level or TSI Military SAT/ACT AP/IB Coherent
? | onits eight Above Graduation| Graduation| Criteria Ready Partic- Partic- Sequence
indicators. Standard Rate Plan Rate | Graduates | Graduates ipation ipation Graduates
47% 87.7% 85.9% 79% 85% 94.4% 49.6% 28%
Compare Q1 QL Q1 QL
« | performance Q2 Q2
a to campuses
&l in Beta_HS Q3
Comparison
Group. Q4
” f Is
g | performance No No Yes Yes Yes Yes No No
b in the top
quartile?
Result: Performance onfour of eight indicators is in Q1, which is greater than 33 percent of indicators.
' Beta High Schookarns a Postsecondary Readiness Distinction Designation.
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