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Governor Abbott Announces Procurement Of Over 1 Million Devices, WiFi 

Hotspots Through Operation Connectivity  
Procurement Helps Close Digital Divide For Public School Students Across Texas 

  
AUSTIN - Governor Greg Abbott today announced that the Texas Education Agency (TEA), 

in partnership with Local Education Agencies, has procured more than 1 million personal 

devices and internet WiFi hotspots as part of the state's Operation 
Connectivityinitiative. Financed by a previously announced $200 million allocation of 

Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act funding that was allocated to 

the TEA, and matched by school districts across Texas, the procurement effort will ensure 

that students attending a Texas public school will have both a device and connection to the 
internet throughout the 2020-21 school year and beyond. 
  
Administered by Texas’ Region 4 Education Service Center, the bulk procurement of devices 

and hotspots will lead to noticeable cost savings for districts of anywhere from 20-40 
percent off the standard retail price for devices. 
  
"Securing personal devices and WiFi hotspots will help meet the connectivity needs of 

students across the state," said Governor Abbott. "As school districts delay in-person 
instruction for the 2020-2021 school year, it is critical that the State of Texas close the 

digital divide and ensure access to virtual education for students who are learning at 

home."  
  
"Governor Abbott’s Operation Connectivity Task Force, co-chaired by Dallas ISD 

Superintendent Dr. Michael Hinojosa, is comprised of many players, including business and 

education leaders from across Texas," said Texas Education Commissioner Mike Morath. 

"Because of the herculean efforts of our school districts, the nimble response of our Task 
Force, and the commitment of community-minded corporate partners in Texas, we are 

significantly narrowing the digital divide in the Lone Star State, faster than anyone thought 

possible. This work will help millions of Texas children." 
  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..nT78iAODm_dtvwk8-iVsn8O4mYOmox0sF2X_z9FYDMw%2Fs%2F1119040383%2Fbr%2F82624092967-l&data=02%7C01%7CFabiola.Tamez%40tea.texas.gov%7Ce14e4ae6d4674c9f953d08d8454c2cc9%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637335540749924517&sdata=CfBqn15Nsg%2Bit6A%2B3ov4wEgy0PiRYilO13ERlHo1zi8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..nT78iAODm_dtvwk8-iVsn8O4mYOmox0sF2X_z9FYDMw%2Fs%2F1119040383%2Fbr%2F82624092967-l&data=02%7C01%7CFabiola.Tamez%40tea.texas.gov%7Ce14e4ae6d4674c9f953d08d8454c2cc9%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637335540749924517&sdata=CfBqn15Nsg%2Bit6A%2B3ov4wEgy0PiRYilO13ERlHo1zi8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MjAuMjU5MTg4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2dvdi50ZXhhcy5nb3YvbmV3cy9wb3N0L2dvdmVybm9yLWFiYm90dC1sdC1nb3Zlcm5vci1wYXRyaWNrLXNwZWFrZXItYm9ubmVuLXNlbmF0ZS1maW5hbmNlLWhvdXNlLWFwcHJvcHJpYXRpb25zLWNvbW1pdHRlZS1jaGFpcnMtYW5ub3VuY2UtZWxlYXJuaW5nLWZ1bmRpbmctZm9yLXRleGFzLXN0dWRlbnRzIn0.0uJCCsQftgTeVcngCcIoe2BU70TzGi_CnrjrKkTCxOU%2Fs%2F1119040383%2Fbr%2F82624092967-l&data=02%7C01%7CFabiola.Tamez%40tea.texas.gov%7Ce14e4ae6d4674c9f953d08d8454c2cc9%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637335540749934471&sdata=mcTnkA%2Bc0lyyH3hfrvWf9xcfLZI9JfonYSgFH4kfRZk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MjAuMjU5MTg4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vZ292LnRleGFzLmdvdi8ifQ.Revu9ph5LV5XIf84Rf5eaXsU13i4CadIEOWwG6qjG3g%2Fs%2F1119040383%2Fbr%2F82624092967-l&data=02%7C01%7CFabiola.Tamez%40tea.texas.gov%7Ce14e4ae6d4674c9f953d08d8454c2cc9%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637335540749914566&sdata=5R3Nkp9ju5ylcbTdwVq1ALdl1QSqyDG9U2ATdb6xytY%3D&reserved=0

